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TROLLEYBUSES IN WOLVERHAMPTON 



For 44 years trolleybuses were 
a familiar sight on the streets 
of Wolverhampton and parts 
of the surrounding area. The 
town’s trolleybus system, which 
opened on 29 October 1923, 
was one of the most 
extensive trolleybus systems 
in the United Kingdom, 
with a total of 14 routes 
and a maximum fleet of 
173 trolleybuses. For a brief 
period in the 1930s, it had the 
distinction of being the world’s 
largest trolleybus system. 


The first trolleybus route 
to close, the 32 to Oxbarn 
Avenue, which had also been 
the last to open, finished 
in January 1961. Services 
to Penn, Penn Fields, and 
Jeffcock Road also closed at 
that time, but reopened in 
May 1961. 

In 1963 trolleybuses began 
to disappear quickly. On 9 June 
the first of many appeared at 
the back of Park Lane depot 
awaiting the scrapman. On the 
same day trolleybuses finally 


ran for the last time on the 
route to Penn and Penn Fields. 
Three weeks later the last 
trolleybus ran to Tettenhall, and 
on 3 November trolleybuses 


ceased to run to Amos Lane, 
Finchfield, Low Hill, Merry 
Hill, and Wednesfield, 
making another 26 vehicles 
redundant. 















The upgrading of Stafford 
Road to a dual-carriageway 
hastened the end of the 
route to Fordhouses, the last 
trolleybuses running on 26 
January 1964. In just eight 
months Wolverhampton’s 
trolleybus fleet had halved 


in size, and in another three 
years they would all be gone, 
the last, No 446, operating 
on route 58 from Dudley to 
Wolverhampton on 5 March, 
1967. Here’s a brief pictorial 
look back. 





NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT WYTHALL PART I 12 

In a two-part feature, PHILIP LAMB takes a look at some of the latest 
developments at the Transport Museum, Wythall starting with the 
completion of West Bromwich 101, an MCW-bodied Daimler Fleetline. 

RETURN JOURNEY: WEST BROMWICH REVISITED 16 

Ordered for delivery in May 1967 were 14 Daimler Fleetlines with MOW 
lowheight bodywork. These were followed by a further seven with 
ECW lowheight bodies. We take a look ... 

ON THE ROAD 18 

DAVID JUKES presents an active selection of older buses and coaches 
across England in early-2019. 

ORIGINAL AND BEST 22 

NICK LARKIN looks at the thorny question of originality by paying 
tribute to four very different vehicles, including one of his favourite 
preserved coaches. 

RUNNING DAY CONSIDERATIONS 28 

SIMON GILL looks at the substantial effort of organising and operating 
running days and explores what needs to be considered to ensure their 
survival. 

NUNEATON REVISITED 32 

We take a look at how Nuneaton’s bus station and garage have survived 
and pay tribute to days gone by ... 

DEWSBURY SPRING RUNNING DAY 36 

PHILIP LAMB takes a look at some of the highlights of this premier 
West Yorkshire running day 

COACHING CLASSICS 37 

The German coachbuilder Auwarter’s distinctive and easily recognisable 
coaches first appeared on our roads in 1981 and have outlived all of our 
home-grown double-deck coaches by some years. 

TRACCO E PROGRESS 40 

Restoration work on the bodywork of former Aldershot & District 
Dennis E D235 (OT 8902) has started as DAVID JUKES finds out. 

CAB, BLIND BOX AND CANOPY CAPERS! 44 

GRAHAM BROWN provides a restoration progress report of his 
formerW Gash & Sons Roberts-bodied Daimler CVD6. 

THE OPULENT OMNIBUS 50 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN starts our new Survivor Series with an omnibus 
many will recognise - former Brighton Corporation FUF 63, a 1939 
AEC Regent. 

THE MODEL PAGE 54 

Atlas Editions Great British Buses — a review by NIGEL APPLEFORD. 

OFF ROUTE 58 

Leyland PD3s and trams permanently on display in a Leicester bus station, 
legislation nostalgia and a Scottish mystery. Over to NICK LARKIN 

BUSMART 61/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


TOP LEFT: Wolverhampton was not known for having smart well 
turned out buses. Sunbeam W No 448 (EJW 448) had been new 
in 1947 with a Park Royal 54-seat body, replaced in 1961 with, as 
seen here, by a new Roe 58-seat structure 

MAIN PICTURE: Seen here is the bus which had the honour of 
working the last service, No 446 (EJW 448) — another Roe¬ 
bodied Sunbeam W. 

TOP RIGHT: Completing this trio of Sunbeam Ws is No 454 
(EJW 454). Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


COVER: Wythall’s two West Bromwich buses. A full report on 
the completed restoriation of MCW-bodied Daimler Fleetline 
101 (NEA 101F) appears on page 12. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


“Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


LATEST RELEASES - MODELS AVAILABLE 


BUS COLLECTION 
J Y-04 SAURER L4C 1959 
J Y-QS IFA H6 B 
J Y-ll STEYR 380 1955 
J Y-14 LEYLAND RTW 1959 
JY-17 IKARUS 66-1955 
J Y-18 FIAT 306/3 INTERURBANO 1972 
JY-19 VOLVO B 616 1953 
j Y-21 SCANIA VABIS D 111964 
j Y-22 REO SPEEDWAGON 1946 
JY-24 IKARUS 3111959 
JY-25 VOLVO B375 1957 
J Y-26 MERCEDES BENZ LOP 3500 1935 
JY-27 ROBUR GRANT 1958 
J Y-28 STAR N 52 1953 
j Y-30 NEOPLAN NH 9L HAMBURG 1964 
J Y-31 OPEL BLITZ 1954 
J Y-32 J EICZ 043 1959 
J Y-33 RE NAULT TN6C 2 
JY-34 KASSBOHRER SETRA S8-1951 
JY-35 RENAULT S45 R4210-1953 
j Y-36 M E RC E DE S B E NZ 0 3500 1949 
JY-38 SCHOOL BUS GMC B SERIES 1979 
j Y-40 MAGIRUS DEUTZ SATURN II1964 
J Y-41 VETRA VBRH TROLLEYBUS 1948 
NEW ADDITIONS IN BLUE 


TRAMS & LOCOS 
HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-98 SERIES CC 41010 LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TWI1904 
HQ-24 ELEKTRISK MOTORVAGN 1902 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
j B-01 LONDON TRANSPORT RTW 
J B-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
j 6-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
j B-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
J B-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY O/T 
j 8-06 BRADFORD CITY TRANS. DAIMLER 
J B-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
j 6-11 DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
J B-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
J B-13 BLACKPOOL BALOON TRAM 
j 6-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
J B-15 TEESIDE SUNBEAM TROLLEYBUS 
j B-16 WESTERN WELSH LEYLAND TIGER 
J B-17 LYTHAM ST ANNES LEYLAND PD2 
j B-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
JB-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
j B-20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
J B-21 LINCOLN LEYLAND TITAN 
J B-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
j 8-23 BLACKPOOL BRUSH RAILCOACH 
J B-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
J B-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
JB-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
j B-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
J B-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
J B-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 
Z Scale Trains Of The World 
KB-01 ORIENT EXPRESS 
KB-03 TEE EDELWEISS Z GAUGE 
KB-06TRANS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 
KB-07 RHEINGOLD 
KB-08 SVT 877 FILEGHENDER 
KB-09 SHINKANSEN 
KB-10 MIKADO 141RENFE 
KB-11 GOLDEN ARROW 
KB-12 MINSTRAL 
KB-13 CORNISH RIVIERA 
KB-28 HENSCHEL WEGMANN ZUG 


RAPIDO MODELS 

DELUXE COMES WITH WORKING INTERIOR / HE AD & DESTINATION LIGHTS (Which 
Requires a 12v 500mA DC Power Supply) 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MODELS ARE NOW DUE LATE SUMMER 2019 

Birmingham City Transport Livery 


PD2-006 STARTFORD BLUE - LEYLAND TITAN (£18) 

PD2-007 BARTON TRANSPORT - LEYLAND TITAN (£18) 

IR6-004 GALLEON TRAVEL - SCANIA IRIZAR IR6 COACH (£20) 
SB-002 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT - SARO BUS (£15) 

SB-003 GREEN LINE - SARO BUS (£15) 

B1-004 SOUTHDOWN - BEADLE INTEGRAL (£15) 

PAN-007 RIBBLE - PLAXTON PANORAMA (£15) 

PAN-008 A TIMPSON & SON - PLAXTON PANORAMA (£15) 
WFA-007 NORTH WESTERN - AEC WEYMANN FANFARE (£15) 
DR-005 RIBBLE - DUPLE ROADMASTER (£15) 

NNR-006 LONDON GENERAL - NBFL (Heritage Livery) (£8) 
NNR-007 FIRST WEST YORKSHIRE - NBFL (£8) 

40821A WILTS & DORSET - BRISTOL LODEKKA (38A Salisbury) (£30) 
4082IB WILTS & DORSET - BRISTOL LODEKKA (38A Bournemouth (£30) 
46514A GO AHEAD EAST LONDON - GEMINI ECLIPSE (EL2 Ilford) (£30) 
46514B GO AHEAD EAST LONDON - GEMINI ECLIPSE (ELI Thames) (£30) 
46713A TRANSDEV KEIGHLEY - ECLIPSE II (662 Keighley Bus Stn) (£30) 
46713B TRANSDEV KEIGHLEY - ECLIPSE II (662 Bradford) (£30) 

UK 6501 GO AHEAD LONDON - ENVIRO 400 MMC (£40) 

UK 6502 NXWM - ENVIRO 400 MMC (Branded 50) (£40) 

UK 0061 READING BUSES - ENVIRO 400 MMC (£40) 

UK 0062 READING GREENLINE - ENVIRO 400 MMC (£45) 

UK 6506 FIRST BRISTOL - ENVIRO 400 MMC (£40) 

UK 6507A BLUESTAR-ENVIRO 400 MMC (1 Winchester) (£45) 

UK 6507B BLUESTAR - ENVIRO 400 MMC (1 Southampton) (£45) 


NEW ANNOUNCEMENT FROM CORGI DUE I UNE 2019 

OM 46620 FUSILIERS 50-WRIGHTBUS COMMEMORATIVE TWIN PACK 

OUR PRICE £38 rrp£ 49.99 


AVAILABLE SOON 

SPECIAL PRICE OF JUST £40 rrp £59.99 

6508A NATIONAL EXPRESS WEST MIDLANDS PLATINUM 
(6843, SN66 WFM) XI COVENTRY (£40) 

6508B NATIONAL EXPRESS WEST MIDLANDS PLATINUM 
(6843, SN66 WFM) XI BIRMINGHAM (£40) 


Standard Deluxe 

71000 Bus 2976 No Route j Oj 976 71500 

71001 Bus 3100 6 Sandon Road MOF 100 71501 

71002 Bus 3062 11 Outer Circle MOF 62 71502 

71003 Bus 2986 32 Gospel Lane j Oj 986 71503 

71004 Bus 3009 52 Beeches Estate MOF 9 71504 

71005 Bus 3000 56 Castle Bromwich LOG 300 71505 

71006 Bus 2958 63 Rubery J OJ 958 71506 

71007 Bus 2976 750 Wythall Bus Museum j Oj 976 71507 

West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive Livery 

71008 Bus 3037 5 Perry Common MOF 37 71508 

71009 Bus 2964 9 Quinton J OJ 964 71509 

71010 Bus 2995 15 Blakenall j Oj 995 71510 

71011 Undecorated Plain Model 71511 

Standard £39.99, Deluxe £49.99 

PRE-ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 
NO PAYMENT REQUIRED AT TIME OF PREORDERING 


POSTAL CHARGES FOR UK RATES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL 

MARCH 2020. Increase in Europe & World Rates 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £5: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £7 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 OPB 


OTHER NORTHCORD MODELS DUE 2019 
UK 6509 - UK 6515 £45 rrp £59.99 

6509 ABELLIO BUS (2600, YY67 GZW) 

6510 YELLOW BUSES (200, SN17 MTO 

6511 STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND (10930, SN67 XAY) 
6512 SOUTHERN VECTIS (1660, HW67 AHY) 

6513 STAGECOACH SOUTH (10892, YX67 VCE) 

6514 FIRST IN GLASGOW (33201, SK68 LWN) 

6515 METROLINE (TEH2087, LK15 CUH) 


We have decided to cut 
| back on our Rally Dates 
this year. 

Below is a list of our 
events we are attending 
so far but it is subject 
to change. 

Any local Open Days 
announced we shall try 
our best to attend and 
will be listed here. 


RALLY DATES FOR 2019 SEASON 



Apr 7th Brooklands Museum 

April 21/22nd Transport 
Museum Wythall (Easter) 

May 5/6th Transport Museum 
Wythall (May Holiday) 

May 26/27th Transport 
Museum Wythall 
(Whitsun Holiday) 

J un 16th Transport Museum 
Wythall (Fathers Day Event) 


J ul 21st Alton, Hampshire 

Aug 17/18th Lathalmond Bus 
Museum Weekend 

Aug 25/26th Transport 
Museum Wythall 

Sep 8 Birmingham Bus Bash 
Moseley Rugby Club 
(Billesley Common) 

Sep 22 Swansea Bus Museum 
Oct6 Wythall Bus Museum 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE ATYWBC 
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SATURDAY 27th APRIL 2019 - From 10 am to 5 


Free entry and free bus rides on a variety of routes 
including a shuttle to Loughborough Midland and Central stations 
Enhanced GCR train service with normal fares and short hop tickets 


This event is a joint initiative between the 
Leicester Transport Heritage Trust and the Great Central 
For full up to date information visit www.ltht.org.uk or www.gcrailvy 


Railway 


CAR PARKING IS ADJACENT TO QUORN STATK 
.ED PARKING IN STATION YARD - SAT NAV LOCA 


Money matters 


The future of bus preservation clearly 
worries the majority of enthusiasts. Almost 
every conversation I have inevitably turns 
in this direction. 

Whilst on these pages we have 
discussed many aspects of this downward 
spiralling dilemma, we have, I don’t think, 
often touched on costs, and the increasing 
difficulty in raising funds. 

Let’s take a look at museum open 
days. Now these are, I think all will 
agree, costly to stage. Even a modest 
event can generate a substantial fuel bill, 
which someone has to pay. Enthusiasts, 
quite understandably, go along to event 
expecting to see buses that they have not 
seen before, or those not perhaps seen for 
many years. To attract visitors, museum 
volunteers often work into the night to 
finish off the latest gem scheduled to be 
unveiled at the weekend, and costs can 
be considerable. Repaints can cost well 
in excess of £1,000, new tyres £300 each 
etc, not to mention MoT fees, insurance 
and so on. There are regulations to comply 
with and the unexpected to deal with — 
it’s a mammoth task, with finance perhaps 
diverted from other important projects. 

All of us, me included, would like to see 
many buses dating from the 1950s and 
1960s under restoration back on 
the road while we are still here! 

Event admission charges are 
modest; as is the price of the 
excellent in-house catering that 
many museums provide to conjure 
up extra funds. 

Admission to the museum 
usually provides access to the 
trade stands, for many an essential 
part of any bus event. Often 
amongst them is the Presbus 
stand which directly provides 
funds to keep this magazine on 
the newsstand. Over the years 
our readership has declined 
due to the efforts of the Grim 
Reaper. New readers are hard to 
come by, and have to come from 
those of us who have already 
reached a certain age, younger 
enthusiasts from successive 
generations, where they do exist, 
tend to prefer electronic ways of 
gathering news and information 


— magazines are ‘old hat!’ 

I’m not just appealing on our behalf 
though. Many of the other big traders are, 
like us, businesses, who have travelling 
expenses, accommodation bills etc to 
pay, all from their profits, which are like 
the funding of museums and events 
dwindling. 

In short lack of funds is another 
potentially deadly threat to life as bus 
enthusiasts know it. Once again we hear 
that a small minority, and we stress that 
it is a small minority, of enthusiasts are 
turning up at events just to enjoy the 
opportunity to ride on old buses and 
omitting to pay to go inside, saving 
themselves just a few pounds, but 
depriving the museum of much needed 
funds and the businesses, part of the 
never ending circus’ of the rally scene, the 
revenue needed to keep their heads above 
water. 

Toilets and catering are provided 
elsewhere in city centres etc, but that 
catering is often much more expensive, 
so are the non-payers really making that 
much of a saving? Please give it a thought 
if this applies to you, and help to give bus 
preservation a fighting chance to see out 
the next decade at least. 




L5JC53TE;S 
SPECTACULAR 

QUORN & WOODHOUSE STATION 
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Manchester 436 commences restoration 



The Museum of Transport 
Greater Manchester has 
started restoration work on 
its 1934 Crossley Mancunian, 
number 436 of 1934, and is 
appealing for funds to pay for 
specialist items and services. 

No 436 was the very first 
Crossley Mancunian and 
the only remaining prewar 
Manchester double decker. 

It worked in its namesake 
city until 1950 when it was 
sold off for a bucolic life as a 
caravan near Craven Arms in 
Shropshire. There, in the 
1970s, it was spotted 
and saved by 


preservationist Bob Shaw, 
who in turn passed it to the 
Museum of Transport in 2006. 

Since then the Manchester 
team has been raising funds 
and hunting down components, 
gathering not one but two 
prewar Crossley engines, a 
gearbox and a radiator. As 
can be seen from the picture, 
between Christmas 2018 and 
New Year 2019 it was moved 
to the restoration workshops 
where work has begun to 
remove pieces that were added 
when it was a caravan, and to 
assess the bodywork framing. 
The scale of the task is 
clear but that 


destination blind layout 
couldn’t be anywhere but 
Manchester. 

Ironically, 436 is now in 
the upper hall of the Museum 
of Transport, the exact same 
place that was its allocated 
garage in Manchester at the 
end of its City service. 

Museum Chairman Dennis 
Talbot described the task 
ahead: 'No 436 is anything 
but complete, but after some 
hard fundraising we now have 
enough to start on some of 
the specialist services we’ll 


need such as making a front 
cross member, overhauling 
the radiator and making seats 
using one that we have as a 
pattern. It’ll be a long road to 
finishing, but we’ll get there 
with hard work and as much 
cash as we can raise.’ 

The Museum is asking 
for donations on a special 
donation page at https:// 
mydonate.bt.com/events/ 
gmts43 6/93876. A special 
illustrated booklet by 
Manchester transport 
historian Mike Eyre is on sale 
at www.motgmshop.co.uk. 


London Heritage Routemaster 
service curtailed 

As reported in B&CP, February, operation of the last Heritage Routemaster route 
in Central London, the I5H between Trafalgar Square and Tower Hill, ceased daily 
operation from Friday I March. 

Operation of the service, currently operated by Stagecoach in London will 
reportedly be restricted to summer Sundays and Bank Holidays in the future. Low 
patronage and the desire to save £800,000 a year from TfL’s budget were given 
as the reason for this move, part of a wider proposal to make cuts to around 30 
services in central London. 

Enthusiasts turned out to mark the occasion although TfL has been accused of 
acting in a secretive way and deliberately under-advertising the service. 

Picture: TOM LINGWOOD 
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East Kent Regent 
PFN 872 

Former East Kent AEC Regent V/ 

Park Royal, PFN 872 has recently been 
sighted on an industrial estate near 
Littleport, Cambs. 

The Regent, now in open-top form, 
had been with travellers as a caravan 
for many years, having previously spent 
a number of years parked alongside the 
River Wensum in Norwich. The current 
owner and intended use are unknown. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: DAVID BEARDMORE 



AEC Regents in Cambridgeshire 


Ex-Ipswich AEC Regent V/Neepsend 
DPV 65D has been spotted in 
Cambridgeshire in the garden of a house 
in Ten Mile Bank, it appears to have been 
converted (or under conversion) into a tea 
bar. 

DPV 65D was previously in preservation 
with Doug Flory of Norfolk and later 
Stephen Morris (Quantock Heritage) who 
sold it a few years ago. The PSV Circle has 
it listed as preserved with a Mr Dennis, 
Cambridgeshire. It is believed he is still 


the current owner. A sad loss of a well 
preserved bus. 

A second Ipswich Regent V, sister DPV 
66D is only 10 miles away at Hockwold, 
where it has been languishing in a field for 
some years having been the Ely Playbus 
and a then a Youth Bus at Isleham, 

Cambs. This is as it was in February 2018, 
when it was believed to be owned by a Mr 
Webb and used as a store shed. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: DAVID BEARDMORE 




Vectis National returns home 


Former Southern Vectis Leyland National 
880 (MDL 880R) returned to the Isle 
of Wight on Sunday 24 February 2019 
following its acquisition by the Isle of Wight 
Bus & Coach Museum from preservationist 
Dave Wright of Stoke-on-Trent. 

No 880 is the sole survivor of the eight 
11.3m Leyland Nationals delivered new 


to Southern Vectis in 1973 and 1976 as its 
Nos 870-4 (XDL 794-8L) and 880-2 (MDL 
880-2R) and is in restored condition. The 
delivery run from the Potteries to the 
island was its longest in preservation and 
was completed without issue. 

The National recently gained a MoT; 
its excellent mechanical and cosmetic 


state a credit to 880’s former owner. The 
Museum is looking forward to displaying 
880 and operating it at forthcoming 
events — readers are invited to view and 
experience the National and learn how its 
fits into the Museum collection’s timeline. 
Report: BEN BARTRAM 
Picture: RICHARD JOHNSON 
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The Mule to ride 

The Jurassic Mule is holding a Reunion 
Gala Weekend on Saturday 31 August and 
Sunday 1 September. 

The Mule operated between 2015 and 
2018. The event will be based at Seaton 
Underfleet and free rides will be offered 
all weekend together with a Railway 
feeder service from Axminster Station 
(Waterloo-Exeter line). On the Saturday 
the old 124 service (Beer-Seaton-Lyme 
Regis-Charmouth) will operate as well 
as special tours on the Sunday. Bristol 


again! 

VRT open-topper BJG 674V will make its 
return and Team Mule is hoping to have 
at least five open-top VRTs present plus a 
few surprise guest buses including some 
closed-tops, all with a West Country or 
South Coast flavour. It is also hoped that 
an ‘old friend’ might make a long journey 
south .. . 

More details will be available nearer 
the date but enquiries can be e-mailed to: 
derekchoochoo@hotmail.co.uk 
Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 


Save Burton Fleetlines 

B&CP readers have been asked to save 
two Daimler Fleetlines that belonged 
to the late Steve Meredith, a passionate 
fan of RFA406J, which has Northern 
Counties bodywork and was new to 
Burton in 1971, and NFA I2M with 
Willowbrook bodywork fitted to 
Nottingham specification, which entered 
service in August 1973. 

Both are unique survivors from their 
batches, NFA I2M is currently in storage 
in Staffordshire. RFA 406J was deroofed 
while in service in Cornwall and Steve 
had a replacement fitted to exact spec. 

Charlotte Mandy, of TWM solicitors, 
said: ‘We would appreciate anyone 
interested in these vehicles to get 
in touch. We believe they will be of 
interest to operators or individuals.’ 

The vehicles have yet to be valued. 
Contact Charlotte on 0208 879 5279 or 
charlotte.mandy@twmsolicitors.com 




Success for Green 

The Epping-Ongar Railway has deemed 
its Green Line Event, held on Sunday 24 
February as a great success. The Railway’s 
Roger Wright advised that this event was 
the busiest bus event yet for the railway, 
even eclipsing some of the railway galas 
with 1,138 admission tickets issued and 
the railway has never been busier; the 


Line Running Day 

maximum 6 coach trains were running 
with standing loads and at one point the 
footbridge was packed with spectators. 

Buses were running at full capacity on 
most journeys and duplicates ran as well. 
Stars of the show were two visiting Green 
Line coaches, TF77 (FJJ 774) from the 
London Transport Museum and T499 


(ELP 223) from Ensignbus. The home 
fleet included some newly re-commissioned 
buses. The weather was unusually warm for 
the time of year which undoubtedly led to a 
greater number of visitors. 

Photographers’ specials were run to the 
nearby village of Toot Hill (where TF77 is 
seen), the two coaches being shadowed by 
CRL4 and RCL2260 to allow a maximum 
number of visitors to travel on the coaches 
(which were restricted to 20 passengers) and 
for which free boarding passes were issued. 

The day wasn’t without problems; 
roadworks outside Ongar forced the 
cancellation of the first two Coach Service 
‘W’ runs to Ongar Coach Garage and 
early in the day newly repainted and 
re-upholstered RMC1507 (507 CLT) 
suffered mechanical problems and took 
no further part in the day’s proceedings. 
All journeys other than the two ‘W’s were 
covered, however. An excellent day, well 
done to the crews and organisers. 

Report and picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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Final Regent for sale 

An AEC Regent V, which, with its sister 
bus, were the last examples new on the 
British mainland is potentially available. 
B&CP’s Nick Larkin would like to hear 
from serious preservationists interested 
in new-to Pontypridd AEC Regent V 
UTG 3I2G. 

‘I have been involved with this vehicle 
for 30 years and would be extremely 
sorry to see it go. However, I have 
received an offer for the vehicle for non¬ 
preservation use, but really it should be 
preserved. It would be great to see the 
bus running round South Wales. 

The Regent is currently being 
recommissioned in Cambridgeshire. 

New tyres and a reconditioned control 
box have been fitted. 

The Willowbrook bodywork 
appears sound but a repaint is required. 
Preservationists interested in making a 
sensible offer for the bus should contact 
Nick on 01733 347776 or see the 
classified advert in this issue. 


Glasgow updates 

The date of the Glasgow Vintage Vehicle 
Trust West End Festival Vintage 
Bus Service is now confirmed 
as Sunday 30 June 2019. Free vintage 
bus services will be operating in the west 
end of Glasgow to and from Riverside 
Museum (the Museum of Transport). 

In addition the Open Sunday on 7 
July will now be Celebrating 125 Years 
of Municipal Transport in Glasgow. In 
conjunction with First Glasgow this 
will be a special celebration marking 
the 125th anniversary of municipal 
transport in Glasgow. The garage 
will be open to visitors from 11.00 
until 16.00. Admission prices will be: 
Adults £5, Child/OAP £3, Family 
£12. For further details please write 
to: Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust, 76 
Fordneuk Street, Glasgow, G40 3AH. 
Their e-mail is: info@gvvt.org or see 
their website: www.gvvt.org 


Delaine Museum 

Members of Cambridge Omnibus Society 
were the first official visitors to the recently 
opened Delaine Museum. A trip was 
arranged on Saturday 2 March (ahead 
of the first public open day) when COS 
members visited the museum using Youngs 
Coaches DAF/Plaxton Supreme YJN 455S. 

The museum is open on the third 
Saturday of the month from March 
until November, admission is free but 


now open 

donations are welcome. Further details 
see the Delaine web site: http://www. 
delainebuses.com/museum.html 
Cambridge Omnibus Society has 
many more outings planned for 2019, 
for membership details contact the 
Membership Secretary, Tony Barfield at: 
routemasterrml933@gmail.com 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: ANDY BAKER 
















'T 





Buses and coaches changing owners 


The following buses and coaches are 
reported to have recently changed owners: 

JCK 541 a Leyland Titan PD2/12 with 
Burlingham body (cut down to a single 
decker) to vineyard owners Coates and 
Seely, Whitchurch from Belgium for use 
as a hospitality unit. 

MFM 39 Bedford OB/Duple Vista 
to Jonathan Jones-Pratt t/a Crosville 
Vintage of Weston-Super-Mare from 
Trevor Smallwood, North Somerset. 

SS 7376 Bedford OB/Duple Vista to 


Proctors Coaches, Leeming Bar from 
EYMS, Hull. 

PFW 419M Bedford SB5/Plaxton to 
A. D. Rains Coaches, Brinkworth, from 
Andy Mayo, Cheltenham, 

VAL 466G Bedford VAL70/Plaxton 
to Michael Martin, Birmingham 
(preservationist) from John Watkins, 
Birmingham — this coach was new to 
Smiths Imperial Coaches as DOE 11 IK. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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No rest at Manchester Museum 


While many of us have been hibernating, 
the volunteers at the Museum of 
Transport Greater Manchester have been 
busy preparing and repairing buses for the 
coming season. Former 
Wigan Corporation 57 (HEK 705), a 
1961 Leyland PD3A with Massey body 
has been partly re-panelled and repainted 
(in Wigan livery) while former Stockport 
71 (KJA 871F), a 1968 Leyland PD3/14 
with East Lancs body has been receiving 
attention to its downstairs floor, rear 
wheelarch boxes and seats; this bus is 
currently in orange and white GMT livery 


as 5871 complete with ‘M-blems’ and will 
be appearing at the museum’s Transpo 
50 event in October. Report and picture: 
PAUL WILLIAMS/MoTGM 




‘Light Six’ confirmation 

Former Devon General ‘Light Six’ ETT 
995 is due to appear at the Newton 
Abbot Racecourse-based Devon General 
Centenary Bus Rally on Sunday 4 August. 

Delivered in 1953, ETT 995 was a 
rebuild using the chassis frame of a 1937 
AEC Regent and mechanical units from 
a 1938 AEC Regal, whose registration it 
carries, both from the Devon General 
fleet. It was fitted with a new 56-seat 
Saunders-Roe body and was the first 
of 20 rebuilds dubbed ‘Light Sixes’ on 
account of their light weight and six- 
cylinder engines. 

The remainder, which followed during 
1953/54, married reconditioned Regent 
chassis supplied by AEC with units from 
Devon General Regals, and were bodied 
by Weymann. The ‘Light Sixes’ operated 
service 12 (Newton Abbot-Brixham) 
during the 1950s until replaced by 
Leyland Atlanteans. 

Picture: PAULJENKINS 



South Yorkshire Transport Trust Open Day 


The South Yorkshire Transport Trust will 
be holding an Open Day at its Riverside 
premises, Units 1-3 Chesterton Road, 
Eastwood Trading Estate, Eastwood, 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire S65 1TD on 
Sunday 21 July. Attractions will include 
newly restored buses, vehicles under 
restoration and archive displays. Free bus 
services will operate to Rotherham and 
Sheffield, there will be visiting vehicles 
joining the 70 plus resident vehicles together 
with sales stands and refreshments. 

Further details can be obtained by 
e-mailing syttevents@mail.com or by 
visiting www.sytt.org.uk. 
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HJN back in action 


Former Eastern National and 
First Devon & Cornwall C412 
HJN, a 1986 dual-purpose 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Leyland Olympian, returned 


to the road in early-March 
after several years out of 
action. Freshly repainted in 
Eastern National colours, the 
weekend of 2/3 March saw 


the Olympian covering some 
of the areas its batch covered 
when operated by First Devon 
& Cornwall. Route X80 from 
Plymouth to Torquay was 


recreated before tours of 
Kingswear and Cornwall’s 
Rame Peninsular. 

Report and pictures: 
WILLIAM SPENCER 
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WYTHALL 


In a two-part feature, 

PHILIP LAMB takes a 
look at some of the latest 
developments at the Transport 
Museum, Wythall starting 
with the completion of West 
Bromwich 101, an MCW- 
bodied Daimler Fleetline. 


The bus we know today as West 
Bromwich 101 (NEA 101F) was not the 
one originally intended to be allocated 
that identity. One of 14 such vehicles 
scheduled for delivery in 1967, the original 
101, intended to be KEA 101E, was to 
be the first lowheight Daimler Fleetline 
for the undertaking, continuing its long 
association with Daimler and body builder 
Metro-Cammell. The Fleetlines were 


low enough to pass under a low bridge 
in Hydes Road, Wednesbury, previously 
restricted to single-deckers and were 
painted in a special ‘lowheight’ livery 
complete with white steering wheel to 
denote this. 

Unfortunately, a fire in the paintshop 
at Metro Cammell’s Washwood Heath 
works over Easter 1967 saw No 101 
destroyed, along with a Eeyland Panther 
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Main picture: Fleetline 
revisited. It’s 13 years since 
we last looked at Wythall’s 
West Bromwich Daimler 
Fleetline is now fully restored 
internally and back on the 
road. PHILIP LAMB 


Top left: Back home. In 1983 
staff at West Midlands Oak 
Lane garage readopted No 
101 and prepared it for a 
short return to the road. 
COURTESY DAVE TAYLOR 


Top right: New panels. No 101 
was partially repanelled at 
Oak Lane prior to repainting. 

COURTESY DAVE TAYLOR 


Pus ® 1 


Upper left: Clean engine. 

No IOl’s Gardner 6LX was 
overhauled and repainted. 

COURTESY DAVE TAYLOR 


Upper right: Bare interior. Both 
decks were stripped out and 
thoroughly smartened up. 

COURTESY DAVE TAYLOR 


Right: WMPTE colours. 

Seen here outside Oak Lane 
garage, No 101 was finished in 
West Midlands PTE livery. 

COURTESY DAVE TAYLOR 


Below left and centre: 

Tidy trim. Fast forward to 
2019 and No 101 has finally 
enjoyed a complete interior 
restoration. PHILIP LAMB 


Below right: Clean cab. 

Cab has been returned to 
original guise. Note white 
steering wheel denoting a 
lowheight vehicle. 

PHILIP LAMB 


destined for Manchester Corporation. 
Also present at the works for a paintjob 
at that time was Barry Ware’s newly 
preserved Birmingham Daimler COG5 
1107 (CVP 207), fortunately in a different 
building. 

The replacement for 101, registered 
NEA 101F eventually emerged in January 


1968, and went on loan to Southend for 
the last week of January before staring its 
career at West Bromwich. 

A second small batch of ECW bodied 
Fleetlines 115-121 (TEA 115-21G) was 
delivered in 1969. 

All 21 buses were transferred to the 
West Midlands PTE in October 1969 


and were mostly withdrawn by 1982. 
No 101 was the last to be withdrawn 
in 1983 and sent to the PTE Adderley 
Street ‘dump’ ready for disposal. 

At this point a group from the West 
Bromwich Oak Lane garage took it 
upon themselves to rescue the bus 
and returned it to the garage. 
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Mystery bus 

See next 
month! 


Top and centre: Undercover job. No 101’s 
MCW Manchester-fronted cream and 
blue bodywork looks fresh and new 
despite the bus having been painted 13 
years ago. Undercover accommodation 
has done the trick! PHILIP LAMB 

Bottom left: Reunited. Still at Wythall, 
more than 50 years after it escaped 
destruction in the same fire that finished 
off the original West Bromwich 101 
at Washwood Heath in 1967, Metro- 
Cammell-bodied Daimler COG5, 
Birmingham 1107 (CVP 207) keeps 
company with sister AOG 638 converted 
into a lorry. PHILIP LAMB 


It was parked at the garage for 
some time before restoration work 
started. Restored by West Bromwich 
engineers to the WMPTE lowheight 
livery, it returned to service in 1985 
mainly on light duties before final 
withdrawal in 1986 when the PTE 
was privatised. 

Stored for the next two years 
it arrived at The Transport 
Museum, Wythall in 1988 and was 
externally restored to its original 
West Bromwich Corporation livery 
between 2003 and 2005, appearing 
on the cover of this magazine. 

For the next 13 years it remained a 
static exhibit until 2018 when remedial 
mechanical and interior work was 
undertaken to return it to Class 5 
condition in time for the annual Wythall 
Christmas route tour, taking in West 
Bromwich and the Hydes Road bridge. 

Look out for it finally in service at 
Wythall this season! 
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QUORN & WOODHOUSE STATION 


SATURDAY 27th APRIL 2019 - From 10 am to 5 pm 


Free entry and free bus rides on a variety of routes 
including a shuttle to Loughborough Midland and Central stations 
Enhanced GCR train service with normal fares and short hop tickets 








This event is a joint initiative between the 
Leicester Transport Heritage Trust and the Great Central Railway 
For full up to date information visit www.ltht.org.uk or www.gcrailway.co.uk 


CAR PARKING IS ADJACENT TO QUORN STATION 
FREE DISABLED PARKING IN STATION YARD - SAT NAV LOCATION - LEI 2 8AW 




Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



WEST BROMWICH REUISITED 


Ordered for delivery in May 1967 were 
14 Daimler Fleetlines with MCW 
lowheight bodywork. These were the first 
rear-engined buses for West Bromwich 
and arrived in a simple, but attractive 
cream livery relieved in a light blue. 
Pioneer vehicle, as already described 
No 101 (KEH 101E) was destroyed by 


fire at the Metro-Cammell works prior 
to delivery and was replaced by the now 
surviving replacement 101 (NEH 101F) 
which entered service in January 1968. 

A further seven Fleetlines with ECW 
lowheight bodies entered service in April/ 
May 1969. All of the Fleetlines passed to 
West Midlands PTE on 1 October 1969. 


The MCW-bodied buses originally had 
v-windscreens but were rebuilt in the early 
1970s at Walsall to the style seen in some 
of these views, dash panels also being 
modified, the buses having been new 
with ‘Manchester-style’ examples. The 
entire West Bromwich Fleetline fleet was 
withdrawn by 1982. 



Seen in original condition apart from the addition of West 
Midlands fleetnames, No I03H(KEH I03E) prepares to depart 
for Charlemont Farm Estate. Withdrawn in 1982, No I03H was 
engaged on school contract work with The Kings Ferry until 1989. 


Absorption by the Passenger Transport Executive (PTE) saw 
the replacement of the light blue relief with a PTE blue skirt. 
A somewhat scruffy No 11 OH (KEH II0E) retains its original 
frontal layout. 



Seen in August 1981 at West Bromwich bus station and demonstrating the revised windscreen (wider divider and white rubbers) and 
front dash layout, No I07H (KEH I07E) awaits departure for Bearwood. The arrival of the PTE had seen an ‘H’ suffix added to the 
fleetnumbers of former West Bromwich buses. 
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Above: Nearing the end of its days 
at West Bromwich bus station we 
see No II2H (KEH M2E)enroute 
to Wednesbury. 


Below: The seven ECW-bodied buses had 6LXB engines, but in terms of appearance were 
second best to the earlier MCW-bodied Fleetlines. Seen here in original livery complete 
with West Bromwich Corporation fleetnames, No 118 TEA II8G, like its sisters, remained in 
service until 1981. 
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DAVID JUKES 
presents an active 
selection of older 
buses and coaches 
across England in 
early-2019. 

PORTSMOUTH PUZZLE 

Pictured in Portsmouth on 
6 March is G510 SFT, a well- 
travelled Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland Olympian new 
to Kentish Bus as its No 510 in 
1989. The bus later operated for 
Bee Line Buzz, Arriva Midland 
Red North, Stevenson’s of 
Uttoxeter, Arriva Scotland West 
and Red Kite of St Helens before 
preservation beckoned. Is it still 
preserved or has it another use? 
Picture: DAVID JUKES 


^ WOLLASTON WANDERINGS 



N295 CKB 


Part of the itinerary of a 
Northamptonshire enthusiasts’ 
tour on 25 January was a ride 
on Lankford Travel of Rushden’s 
N295 CKB, a 1996 Northern 
Counties Palatine 2-bodied Volvo 
Olympian new to Merseyside 
Transport as its 0295, seen here 
in Wollaston. 

Picture: GRAHAM KIDDLE 

y GREEN LINE GEMS 

The Epping Ongar Railway’s 
Green Line-themed running day 
on 24 February featured a special 
service between North Weald 
railway station and Ongar garage 
operated by Ensignbus-owned 
LPTB-bodied AEC Regal 0662 
T499 (ELP 223) of 1938 vintage 
and the London Transport 
Museum’s 1939 LPTB-bodied 
Leyland FEC TF77c (FJJ 774). Both 
coaches are seen on Epping Road, 
North Weald Bassett. 

Pictures: MARTYN HUNT 
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ST HELENS SPRING 

The St Helens-based North West 
Museum of Transport’s Spring Running 
Day took place on a damp 3 March. The 
Museum’s former St Helens Corporation 
No 54 (MDJ 554E), a 1967 East Lancs¬ 
bodied Leyland Titan PD2A/27 seen 
parked adjacent to the bus station, is very 
different to the modern Arriva North 
West vehicles waiting their next turns 
of duty. Passing the town’s bus station 
are XEM 898W, a former Merseyside 
PTE 1981 Alexander AL-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean AN68C/IR, and HI05 GEV, a 
1990 Northern Counties Palatine-bodied 
Leyland Olympian new to County Bus as 
its LRI05. The latter bus passed to Grey 
Green with London route 103 when it 
was just six months old. 

Pictures: CHRIS NEWTON 
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Seen in Bristol’s city centre on 15 
February is this pair of 2000-built 
Alexander ALX-bodied buses. 
Preserved former First Bristol 1735 
(V735 FAE) is a ALX200-bodied 
Dennis Dart SLF, while First West 
of England 32004 (W804PAE) is a 
ALX400-bodied Volvo B7TL new 
to First Bristol as its 9804. 

Pictures: GRAHAM KIDDLE 


Operating free heritage bus 
tours in conjunction with the 
Portsmouth-based Vintage 
Transport Group’s Transport 
Fair on 3 March is ex-City of 
Southampton 367 (BTR 367B), 
a 1964 Neepsend-bodied AEC 
Regent V 2DR3RA which forms 
part of the Southampton & 

District Transport Heritage Trust’s 
collection. Picture: DAVID JUKES 
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Providing a free link between Basingstoke railway station and the Basingstoke and North Hants Model Railway Society’s Model Railway Show on 
9 March is former Aldershot & District 462 (462 EOT), a 1962 Alexander-bodied Dennis Loline III owned and restored by the Aldershot & District 
Omnibuses Rescue & Restoration Society. Picture: DAVID JUKES 



IKARUS IMPORT 

Imported by North Somerset Coaches of Nailsea in December 2017 is E5I0 WEX (previously BPI-276 and BY-76-89), a 1990 integral Ikarus 
260.45 new to Budapesti Kozlekedesi Vallalat (Budapest Transit Company), the Hungarian capital’s main public transport operator since its 1968 
establishment. The bus is seen in its current home town on 16 February. Pictures: GRAHAM KIDDLE 
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Original and best? 

NICK LARKIN looks at the thorny question of originality by paying tribute to four very different vehicles, 
including one of his favourite preserved coaches. 


Originality has to be one of the most 
controversial words in the field of bus 
and coach preservation, but what does it 
really mean? Dictionaries don’t help, the 
Cambridge describing the much-maligned 
word as ‘the quality of being special and 
interesting and not the same as anyone 
else’. With vehicles, originality is, we 
would assume, being as near as possible 
to how they were when manufactured. No 
preserved bus or coach can ever be totally 
original — Otherwise the main subject of 
this feature would have 1958 tyres with 1958 
air in them and 1958 water in its radiator! 

The passage of 60 years and the actions 
of many 1,000s of miles and passengers 
have obviously meant some discolouration 
and wear of its original seats and ceiling 
coverings. This maybe adds character 
and authenticity; or to use a much quoted 
phrase, ‘patina’. 

Perishable rubber parts can deteriorate 
beyond usefulness. Very few PSVs will 
not have had new panels and paintwork at 
some stage. 


' 

; 



Would, then, the coach in question be 
much more original if it was stripped back 
to its absolute last fibre and rebuilt using 
materials exactly matching those put on 
the vehicle when it was new, if you could 
get them which you obviously can’t? 

For restorers, as they say the devil is 
in the detail, and trying to absolutely 
recreate originality can add thousands 
to the cost of a project. There are cases 
where owners club together to have, for 
example, original 
seat moquette 
remanufactured. 

Rexene type 
materials and 
lino are available, 
though not to the 
exact spec of that 
available 50 years 
ago. 

Steve Newman 
of Ensign, which 
has restored 
more than 50 


vehicles, recommends that restorers look 
well outside the field of bus and coach 
restoration’ when looking for suitable 
materials. Antique furniture and textile 
restorers could well have what you need. 
Extensive advertising and searching can 
local original bits of course. 

Research is equally vital - witness the 
countless hours Mike Sutcliffe spent to 
get his incredible recreations of pre-World 
War 1 vehicles absolutely right. Original 



















plans can be available for the most 
obscure of bodywork. 

Also, however, we might not necessarily 
want to put a vehicle back to exactly how 
it left the factory, but another point in its 
career, for example an AEC Routemaster 
as it was following refurbishment in the 
1990s. 

Then there’s the argument over seats. 
Wedding guests will not want to sit on 
tatty but original moquette or leather 
however original it is. 

Maybe ‘authenticity’ is a better word 
to use as a benchmark than originality. 

In the preserved lorry word, restorers of 
British Road Services vehicles have moved 
mountains turning them out to look 
exactly they would have done in daily use 
when a few years old, with grease on the 
wheel hubs and slightly tatty paintwork - 
in other words, that if a 1953 Bristol lorry 
could be mysteriously sent back to a 1956 
haulage yard no-one would find anything 
unusual about the vehicle. That is far more 
difficult than turning out an immaculate 
show winner. 

All this gives us an excuse to look at 
several vehicles which are as original as 
they could possibly be. 

Opposite, top: VBT 191 in its service days 
with Boddy’s. TIM TYRRELL COLLECTION 

Opposite, main picture: 1958 AEC Reliance is 
breathtakingly original! NICK LARKIN 

This page, top left to right: Note moulded 
pattern on seat backs! TIM TYRRELL 

Seats not quite as new but completely 
original. NICK LARKIN 

Period heater control surrounded by 
original materials. NICK LARKIN 

Cab remains in original condition. 

NICK LARKIN? 

‘Don’t you mess with originality!’ Max 
the dog on guard. TIM TYRRELL 

Bottom: Classic Yeates lines all round. 

NICK LARKIN 


CASE STUDY I: 

TIM TYRRELL’S 1958 AEC 
RELIANCE/YEATES 

I have to admit to bias here and say that 
here is one of my very favourite preserved 
coaches. 

VBT 191 was one of three AEC 
Reliances with Yeates Europa bodywork 
new to John Boddy & Sons, t/a Boddys 
Motors of Bridlington in 1958. It was 
delivered with sister vehicle VBT 192 in 
May 1958, the third vehicle, VBT 193, 
arriving the following month. 

VBT 193 left the fleet as early as 1966, 
when it passed to Davies of Halewood, 
and some years later VBT 192 was broken 
for spares and its shell used as a store shed 
by a haulage contractor for some years. 

VBT 191 not only remained intact 
but lasted into the early 1980s, when 
it was bought by Ray Thornton, then 
chief engineer at Ellermann Bee Line in 
Hartlepool, which at the time had a fleet 
of 70 Ford coaches and three Leyland 
Leopards. Ray would go on to set up 
North East Bus Breakers, which despite 
its name was extremely supportive of 


preservationists! Co-owner of the vehicle 
was Simon Cowley who worked for Yeates. 

Recalls Ray: T remember that the 
coach overheated when we were taking 
it back to the North East. A new head 
gasket was fitted. We must have rallied it 
for three years. It was a superb coach and 
so original.’ 

VBT 191 then passed to preservationist 
Ted Heslop and after a spell with Mathers 
Coaches in the Scottish Borders and 
preservationist Kev Dennis of Wainfleet, 
Lines, VBT 191 passed to Andrew Fowler 
of W. H. Fowler, Holbeach Drove in the 
mid-1990s. The operator had run several 
Yeates of Loughborough-bodied vehicles 
in the past. Andrew recertified the coach 
as a PSV, though it was never used for 
this purpose, although the Reliance was 
repainted. 

It has now been sold to Tim Tyrrell, 
from Bournemouth, owner of the former 
Fowler’s Plaxton Supreme IV-bodied 
Bedford YMT, JDO 214W, featured in 
B&CP\ April. 

T kept in regular touch with Andrew 
Fowler after buying the Bedford, and he 
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mentioned that he was taking VBT 191 to 
a gathering of Yeates-bodied vehicles at 
Delaine’s premises in Bourne. 

‘I travelled to the event on the coach. 
I’m originally from Leicestershire, where 
Yeates was based. Andrew said the AEC 
was for sale and need I say more? It’s a 
superb vehicle, and incredibly original. 

Indeed. Every surface inside the coach 
is exactly as it came from the Yeates 
factory in 1958. The sumptuous red seats 
with black dots and moulded backs, the 
lino, the ceiling covering, the — well we 
could fill pages. 

A couple of minutes in this coach and 
you are carefully scrutinising tiny details 
as if they were the crown jewels. The 
proud cast bodybuilders plate on the 
steps, the light fittings (just look at them 
at night) and even the Bakelite indicator 
switches and a heater control looking like 


something you’d find on a school radiator 
of the period. 

Precious stuff. On top of all this a 
standard of ride which can’t really be 
much behind anything available today, 
and of course those glorious AEC sound 
effects. 

A brief stint behind the wheel punctuated 
the fear of lifetime guilt if you even 
slightly dented such a piece of original 
magnificence. However the AEC feels 
supremely solid on the road and the 
handling astonishingly light considering 
it has no power steering. The AEC AV470 
engine shows willing through the range 
of the five-speed gearbox. Amazingly the 
synchromesh actually works providing you 
don’t rush it. 

The vacuum brakes work well, and 
seem much more progressive than those 
on later AEC Reliances. We didn’t have 


a hill around to try the exhaust brake 
though! 

Here is surely just about the best 
combination that the 1958 British coach 
industry could provide. The Yeates body is 
supremely stylish with so much attention 
to detail, a world of chrome vents and 
embossed side panels. And it has all 
survived until this day. 

CASE STUDY 2: 

ANDREW FOWLER’S 1966 
BEDFORD VAM5/PLAXTON 

HAD 915D, the official first Bedford 
VAM is currently being restored keeping 
its originality in mind. 

Bedford’s front-engined VAM 
chassis was an instant success from its 
introduction, and here is the first example, 
thankfully under restoration. Chassis 
number 1001 was new to S. G. Wiltshire 
(Princess Mary Coaches) of Staple Hill in 
May 1966. The coach was later operated 
by Claverham of Yatton before ending up 
with Renown Coaches of Bexhill-on-Sea. 

The Bedford was left standing for 
some years before being acquired in 
part exchange for a Volvo coach by 
Andrew Fowler. It’s currently undergoing 
sympathetic restoration keeping 
originality in mind. The Bedford 330cu in 

Left: Bedford VAM5 in Claverham 
Coaches guise. NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 

Below left: Work well underway on 
Bedford VAM5. 

Below right: Body has survived well but 
some work needed. 

Bottom right: Bedford 330cu in engine has 
been rebuilt in-house. All: NICK LARKIN 
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engine has been rebuilt in-house and the 
brakes have been relined. New spring eye 
bushes have been fitted and then springs 
reconditioned. The chassis was found to 
be in good order. Work is progressing 
gradually with no finishing date in mind. 

This is an historic coach and we wanted 
to see it saved/ said Andrew. Tt’s in 
extremely original condition and shouldn’t 
need too much work to the body’ 

He added: ‘We have got all the seats 
for the coach. They’re not like new but in 
good serviceable condition and in keeping 
with the originality of the coach’. 

Although Andrew hopes to finish 
the restoration. The Bedford could be 
available to a ‘genuine preservationist who 
wanted something with all the hard work 
done’. Details on 01406 330232. 


CASE STUDY 3: 

SHARPES 1971/DUPLE VICEROY 

Possibly the most original coach in 
the country, this 1971 Duple Viceroy¬ 
bodied Ford R192, which has never been 
registered, spending almost 40 years 
storage having not found a buyer at dealer 
Stanley Hughes. 

To the relief of many, the Ford was 
purchased by Sharpes of Nottingham, and 
attends shows mainly on a trailer. 

Sharpes managing director Neil Sharpe 
said: ‘It would have been a tragedy if this 
vehicle had ended up as a burger bar. It is 
absolutely unique.’ 

The coach has still only travelled 
around 1000 miles and has only required 
light recommissioning. The Ford does 
represent the dilemma of any ultra low 
mileage vehicle. Start using it too much 
and the coach loses its unique appeal. 
That’s why it’s good know the Ford got 
such a good home. 

But adds Neil: After we got this coach 
we were inspired to acquire some others 
for a preserved fleet — now we’ve got 15. 
We’re still trying to work out how that 
happened!’ 


CASE STUDY 4: 

SCIENCE MUSEUM’S SWINDON 
1943 GUY ARAB ll/WEYMANN 

Surely one of the most important vehicles 
in preservation is this Guy Arab, which is 
one of a handful of wartime utility buses 
that has never been rebodied and surely 
the only example to retain its original 
wooden slatted seats, which remained in 
the bus right up to its withdrawal in 1962. 


Swindon Guy Arab II still has wartime utility body including slatted seats. 

NICK LARKIN 


Forty years’ storage has lead to an extremely original Ford RI92. NICK LARKIN 


Now part of the Science Museum 
Collection the bus isn’t seen at rallies. It 
did appear (sort of) at the Thamesdown 
100 event in 2004, but only in a hangar at 
the Science Museum, Wroughton, where 
the bus is based and the event held. It 
couldn’t even be boarded. 

The reason given was the delicate 


condition of the bodywork, but it looked 
OK to us although obviously there was no 
opportunity for close inspection. 

So in a perfect world, is best to keep 
the vehicle as is or rebuild the body so 
the Guy could go on tour and carry full 
loads, though its originality would be 
compromised? A difficult question! 


May 2019 


25 
















Mail Order DVD Service 
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We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 


MasterCard 

Maestro 
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VISA 
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Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

Telephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 
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Publisher 

Mins 

Price 

Return Ticket: Isle of Man Transport Heritage 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Tramways in the 1960s 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Trams Heritage 

Travel Lens 

79 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Woodhead I500v Electrics 

Travel Lens 

48 

£12.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2018 

ITV 

62 

£16.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2006 

ITV 

67 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 3 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 4 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Kings of the Road 

DA Video 

60 

£17.99 

Five RTWs go to Brixton 

RTW Bus Group 90 

£12.00 
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BUSFLIX FILMS 



NEW RELEASES NOW IN STOCK: 


BUSFLIX SERIES MOST RECENT TITLES 

BF 178 Devon 

£10.00 

BF 177 Northamptonshire 

£8.00 

BF 176 Sheffield 

£10.00 

BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 

BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 


OUR NEW RANGE BUSES AT WORK COVERING SPECIFIC VEHICLE TYPES, STARTING WITH THE 
LEYLAND NA TIONAL. NEW TITLES AR RIVING FREQUENTLY 

BUSFLIX 178 


HMnM (II 




LOOKING BACK AT BUSES MOST RECENT TITLES 

LB 117 Isle of Wight 1996-2005 

£10.00 


LB 116 Isle of Wight 1996 


£10.00 

LB 115 Crawley Part2 2001/2 


£10.00 

LB 114 Crawley Parti 1996-2000 


£10.00 

LB 113 Hampshire 1996 - 2005 

£10.00 


LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 2 

£10.00 



PUBLICATIONS 

TITLE Book Download 

Northern General Group 1950-1986 £9.75 £6.50 

Focusing on the Bristol VR £9.75 £6.50 

Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’S pt 1 £6.00 £3.50 
Newcastle buses in the 50 S & 60 S pt 2 £6.00 £3.50 
North East Municipals 50’s—80’s £9.00 £6.0C 



NEW SERIES—Buses at Work. 

BAW 1 Leyland Nationals Part 1 £10.00 

BAW 2 Leyland Nationals Part 2 £10.00 

BAW 3 Leyland Nationals Part 3 £10.00 

BAW 4 Leyland Nationals Part 4 £10.00 

BAW 5 Leyland Nationals Part 5 £10.00 

BAW 6 Bristol VR's Part 1 £10.00 

BAW 7 Bristol VR's Part2 £10.00 

BAW 8 Route masters £10.00 


WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with creditor debit card, (Monday—Friday evenings 1900—2100) 01709 769507 or by mail. Please make cheques payable to 
D. Robinson. 14 StPhilips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST P&P one film or book £2.30, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 
(Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at selected bus rallies all overthe UK 


Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZEN iTH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 
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Running day considerations 



1,200 are stored unrestored and we wonder 
whether these will ever be touched. 

WHO ARE THE OWNERS? 

Most readers will be familiar with the 
Transport Museums across this country. 
Most, together with some Trusts and 
Collections that do not have a bespoke 
site open to the public, are educational 
charities. 

Some groups are structured as 
companies limited by guarantee to give 
their individual trustees limited liability 
status; a serious consideration in these 
litigious times. That said, they must be run 
professionally and correctly with annual 
returns submitted to Companies House 
and the Charity Commission. Since March 
2013 charities in England and Wales 
(April 2011 in Scotland) can be structured 
as Charitable Incorporated Organisations 
which saves setting up a limited company. 

Formal and informal groups - perhaps 
concentrating on a specific operator, 
geographical area or manufacturer - own 
some vehicles but many are owned by 
individuals, some of whom have been 
fortunate enough to build up large 
collections. 

Museums and Trusts operate in 
different ways. Some own all the vehicles 
whilst others have them on long term 
loan from private owners. If the latter, 
care needs to be taken that each vehicle is 
provided for in a person’s Will. 


And several bus and coach companies 
retain and operate older vehicles with 
some used in service or for private hire. 

HIRE OR REWARD 

We still regularly hear comments that 
running free bus services and accepting 
donations on vehicles is a grey area. There 
is NO grey area. 

The law is very clear; hire and reward 
is any sort of payment which gives the 
right to be carried on a vehicle and can 
be direct or indirect. A direct payment is 
putting cash in a bucket or collection tin. 

Many owners comply but some are 
still seen soliciting money by shaking a 
receptacle as passengers disembark from 
their vehicles. It is illegal so don’t do it. 

This can also invalidate your insurance 
cover. Any authentic unpaid fare boxes 
should be blocked off to prevent usage. 

Indirect payment may be a membership 
subscription, a programme purchase, or 
museum or rally site entry payment where 
any of these is a condition of travel . To run 
free bus services passengers must be able 
to board the vehicle without having to pay 
so bus stops must be located outside the 
site entrance. 

This leaves no doubt it is a free service. 
We are aware that some - even major - 
events charge an entrance fee without a free 
bus stop outside the site which is wrong. 

The operation of bus and coach services 
for hire or reward falls within stringent 


The Isle of Wight Bus Museum effectively manages the queues at its Buses, Beer 
and Walks event by erecting a marquee and barriers at Newport Quay. Former City 
of Portsmouth 262 (VTP 262L), a 1972 Alexander AL-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
AN68/IR, loads in the distance. All pictures: SIMON GILL 


S/MON GILL looks at the substantial 
effort of organising and operating 
running days and explores what 
needs to be considered to ensure 
their survival. 

We all enjoy rallies and running days, 
but have you ever thought about the 
often-complex issues of organisation and 
ensuring their survival? There has been 
much comment elsewhere about the 
legality of how some owners operate their 
vehicles so, as a new season gets underway, 
there is no better time to clarify how free 
bus services should be run. 

But before we start, let us briefly 
examine the current structure of the bus 
and coach preservation sector. 

HOW MANY? 

There are over 9,000 known preserved 
buses and coaches in the UK. 
Approximately 17% date from the 1950s, 
21% the 1960s, 20% the 1970s and 18% 
the 1980s. 

It is difficult to gauge how many have 
been restored as some vehicles seen 
regularly ten years ago have seemingly 
disappeared and others appeared only for 
a short time. We are aware many buses 
restored in the 1970s and 1980s are now 
having to be re-restored, especially if 
they have not been used or - worse still - 
subjected to outside storage. 

The National Association of Road 
Transport Museums (NARTM) database 
shows just over 1,000 undergoing 
restoration in 2017, giving us plenty to 
look forward to in future years. Sadly, over 













Right: Car parks are popular bases 
for running days as demonstrated by 
ex-Devon General 524 (EOD 524D), 
a 1966 Metro-Cammell-bodied AEC 
Regent V, loading at Wade Street car 
park, Halifax, during a Heart of the 
Pennines rally. 

Below left: Bus stations make good 
loading points for running days. Former 
Southern Vectis 563 (SDL 268), a 1959 
ECW-bodied Bristol LD6G, loads at a 
pre-modernised Winchester Bus Station 
during the 2009 King Alfred Running Day. 

Below right: Former Bristol Omnibus 508 
(THU 354G), a 1969 ECW-bodied Bristol 
RESL6L, shows clear route signage as it 
takes up a duty at the 2017 Warminster 
Running Day. 

regulations including the need to hold a 
PSV Operator’s Licence, employment of a 
Transport Manager holding a Certificate 
of Professional Competence (CPC) and 
sufficient financial resources. Vehicles 
must be licenced and insured for hire 
and reward and be subjected to defined 
maintenance schedules. 

VEHICLE TESTING 

Vehicles of Historic Interest (VHIs) have 
been exempt from MOT testing since 
20 May 2018. A VHI is a vehicle more 
than 40 years old that has not undergone 
‘substantial change’ during the past 30 
years and declared ‘VHI’ on re-taxing. 

All vehicles must, by law, be roadworthy if 
used on a public road. 

MOT-exempt vehicles may still be 
submitted for voluntary testing at a 
licenced MOT test station, whether Class 
5 or Class 6 (PSV) standard. We believe 
this is good practice, especially when 
passengers are being carried. 

But some areas have seen MOT stations 
closed, resulting in return trips of over 
200 miles to the nearest test station. 
Appointments for these need to be booked 
well in advance, whereas in other areas it is 
possible to get a local test within a few days. 



An acceptable MOT test alternative 
used by some owners is the regular 
inspection of their vehicle by a competent 
person to ensure it remains fit for the 
road; suitable records must be kept. 

Regardless of test regime, drivers should 
carry out a walk around’ check and 
complete a vehicle inspection schedule each 
day before a vehicle is used. They should 
also be encouraged to report promptly any 
defects or symptoms which could adversely 
affect a vehicle’s safe operation. 

DRIVING LICENCES 

The driver should hold an appropriate 
Passenger Carrying Vehicle (PCV) driving 
licence as buses and coaches used on free 
services will almost certainly carry more 
than eight passengers. Car-type licences 
valid for buses over 30 years old and not 
carrying more than eight passengers are 
not considered suitable for drivers of free 
bus services. 

A driver may be entitled to drive 
a particular type of bus but as many 
preserved buses and coaches require 
certain skills, especially in handling a 
manual crash’ gearbox and vacuum or 
hydraulic brakes, it is recommended the 
driver is given training or an assessment. 


Drivers of PSVs and HGVs used 
commercially are required to hold a CPC 
and undergo periodic training as part 
of their professional development. This 
includes safe and efficient driver training, 
first aid, health and safety, drivers’ hours 
regulations and tachographs. Vocational 
drivers are not required to hold a CPC, 
but we are aware some Museums and 
Trusts encourage their drivers to gain this 
qualification. 

RISK ASSESSMENTS AND 
TRAINING 

It is good practice to carry out a written 
risk assessment before the operation 
of a free bus service. It is likely one 
will be required where this is operated 
in conjunction with a local authority, 
preserved railway or commercial bus 
operator. This is important as vehicles will 
be moving near pedestrians and the public 
will be travelling on the buses. 

All volunteers involved with running 
days should be given safety training, 
preferably in arranged groups with regular 
refresher sessions. Most buses used on 
free bus services are operated by a driver 
and conductor who both have a duty of 
care towards their passengers. 
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A conductor is mandatory for open 
platform buses and where reversing is 
needed. Their training should include a clear 
understanding of how to communicate with 
the driver using a vehicle’s bells and hand 
signals when reversing and manoeuvring. 

INSURANCE 

All vehicles used on free bus services must 
be insured against third party risks in 
accordance with road traffic legislation. 
And cover for passengers is mandatory. 

Some insurers specialise in cover for 
preserved buses and coaches and this must 
be checked to ensure vehicles can operate 
on free bus services with a full passenger 
complement. Drivers must meet insurance 
requirements for age, type of licence, 
convictions and infringements. 

Public liability cover for events is also 
strongly recommended. 

TIMETABLES AND PUBLICITY 

Running free bus services to a timetable 
adds authenticity, but care should be 
taken to avoid operating at the same time 
as commercial services over the same 
sections of route. 


A professionally printed programme 
can give visitors background to the 
museum, charity or group organising the 
event, vehicles being operated, stopping 
places and points of interest along the 
way. These should not be sold on vehicles 
but be available separately to avoid any 
suggestion of hire and reward. 

Consider seeking advertisers to defray 
the cost but avoid sponsorship as this can 
be classed as hire and reward. 

OPERATING ON THE DAY 

Parking vehicles facing sunlight as it 
moves throughout the day is helpful to 
photographers but avoid crews wearing 
high visibility clothing when operating 
vehicles in service as they do nothing to 
help authenticity. High-viz jackets should 
be restricted to people helping manoeuvre 
vehicles. 

Public safety is paramount. Vehicles 
should be driven slowly on rally sites or in 
the vicinity of pedestrians. We witnessed 
buses driven at excessive speed on several 
occasions last year; just because they are not 
on a public road does not mean they can be 
used for driver experience or training. 


Left: The Kent Showground at Detling 
near Maidstone provides plenty of space 
to run vehicles around the site. In use 
at the 2016 South East Bus Festival is 
former East Kent YJG 807, one of three 
Park Royal-bodied AEC Bridgemasters 
acquired by the operator in 1962. 

Below left: Open-top buses are popular 
at running days. Former Grimsby- 
Cleethorpes I960 Park Royal-bodied 
AEC Bridgemaster 133 (NJV 995) carries 
a good load in Rotherham town centre on 
27 July 2017. 

Below right: Using local bus stops with 
additional clear signs is beneficial, as 
shown in Lincoln last year. Ex-Ulsterbus 
2599 (BXI 2599), a 1983 Alexander 
(Belfast)-bodied Bristol RELL6G, loads 
for a Lincolnshire Road Transport 
Museum-bound journey. 

All operating vehicles should be 
presented in a clean and tidy condition 
with well-presented trained crews to give 
the best possible impression to the public. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

It can be very expensive to organise a 
Running Day so, if donations cannot be 
accepted on vehicles, how can you help to 
ensure they continue? 

Make sure you buy a programme, pay 
entry fees to museums and other sites, use 
on-site cafes and, where possible, donate 
off the vehicle at an official sales stall or 
online. 

Photographers should also support 
an event by doing the same and not 
just lining the routes operated without 
contributing to the running costs. Without 
support, the events might not last for you 
to enjoy in the future. 

Museums rely on special events to bring 
in much needed funds, so please support 
them. 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

As we get older and the enthusiast 
attendance declines, how can we engage 



30 


www.presbuspublishing.com 
















Right: Running Days are also very popular 
in Australia as evidenced by part of a 
queue over 100 yards long at the Sydney 
Bus Museum event on Australia Day, 26 
January 2017. 


Below left: Perfectly positioned in relation 
to the sun at the Swansea Bus Museum’s 
previous premises is ex-South Wales 38 
(282 DWN), a 1963 AEC Regent V with 
Roe single-deck bodywork acquired for 
services passing beneath Llanelli’s low 
bridges. 

Below right: Operating the Scottish 
Vintage Bus Museum’s free internal 
service at its Lathalmond site is Western 
SMT 1795 (UCS 659), a 1963 Alexander¬ 
bodied Albion Lowlander LR3 which 
forms part of the Stagecoach Group’s 
heritage fleet. 

with younger people and the public to 
ensure our beloved buses and coaches do 
not have a one-way trip to the scrapyard 
within the next twenty years? 

There is no doubt young children enjoy 
seeing and travelling on old buses, but 
how can we maintain their interest beyond 
primary school age? Some transport 
museums have had success running junior 
clubs and preserved railways have also 
attracted younger people. 

Skills in how to restore and maintain 
vehicles must be passed on so they don’t 
disappear. How can these be introduced 
into training courses with colleges and 
apprenticeships offered? 

Above all, interest from the general 
public must be encouraged for bus 
preservation to thrive. It is not just the 
technical evolution of the motorbus that 
needs to be told but also how social and 
legislative changes impacted, locally and 
nationally. 

Maintaining their interest and actively 
encouraging it is vital to ensure continuity 
of care and knowledge of what today’s 
preservationists have achieved. We may 
return to this subject in due course. 



TYRES AND CLEAN AIR ZONES 

The Department for Transport announced 
on 26 February 2019 it would consult on 
the banning of tyres over ten years old on 
buses, coaches, minibuses and heavy goods 
vehicles. This follows the tragic deaths of 
three people killed in a coach crash on 
the A3 in 2012 caused by the failure of a 
19-year-old tyre on the vehicle’s front axle. 

Tyre safety measures were introduced 
in guidance notes issued by the Driver 
and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) 
in November 2018. The DVSA advised 
bus operators against fitting older tyres 
on front axles but, while not constituting 
a MOT failure, may result in a test 
certificate advisory. Historic buses and 
coaches are currently exempt given the 
generally slower speeds at which they 
operate and the low mileages run. 

Whilst safety is paramount, the 
consultation needs to be monitored 
carefully to ensure preservationists are not 
forgotten as the availability and costs of 
replacing tyres could have a devastating 
effect. 

There is also much attention on the 
introduction of Clean Air Zones in our 


towns and cities. This is devolved to 
local government and, as far as we know, 
preserved buses and coaches have so 
far been exempted. But all museums 
and local groups must keep abreast of 
developments in their area and respond to 
any consultations. 

THE WAY FORWARD 

Enjoy visiting events this year and please 
contribute to ensure they remain successful. 

Any group or museum operating running 
days should consider joining NARTM; one 
of the many benefits is the sharing of best 
practice throughout the membership. 

NARTM has produced very helpful 
‘Guidance Notes on the Operation of 
Free Bus Services’ which is more detailed 
than this feature and includes useful 
check lists. NARTM also provides input 
to consultations, such as roadworthiness 
testing, for which its members’ views were 
recently accepted; NARTM members 
are encouraged to be involved wherever 
possible. 

Please view www.nartm.org.uk for 

more information about these and other 
NARTM activities. 
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Then and now in Nuneaton 

Situated to the north of Coventry, the former mining town of Nuneaton has preserved its road transport history well, being one 
of the few towns or cities that has retained both a working bus garage and a bus station on its original site. Gone though are 
the concrete shelters familiar throughout the Midland Red area, to be replaced by modern well-maintained Perspex structures. 
Here we take a look at how the bus station and garage have survived and pay tribute to days gone by ... 






/A 

i ■vl 1 • 







Opposite page, top: Nuneaton bus station 
in late Midland Red days sees BMMO D9 
4903 (903 KHA) awaiting departure for 
the Camp Hill Estate. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Bottom: Many decades later, Alexander 
Dennis E20D Stagecoach Midland Red 
(South) 36747 (KX62 BKD) in more or 
less the same spot awaits departure for 
the same destination, the N50 having 
become the 5/5A. Had there been a 
lOmin headway back in the D9’s day? 
PHILIP LAMB 

This page, top: Weddington is a suburb 
of Nuneaton and is today served by 
Stagecoach Midland Red (South) routes 
I and 2. Here though, in Midland Red 
days, the service was numbered N44 
and in this view was in the hands of 
Weymann-bodied Leyland Leopard 5158 
(5158 HA). PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Centre left: The modern shelters in the 
bus station display ‘timelines’ setting 
out the history of certain aspects of life 
in Nuneaton. Within the story of local 
transport is this somewhat endearing 
depiction of a Midland Red Leyland 
National with ‘N37’ on the blind. 

Centre right: Alongside the image inside the 
shelter an inscription reads: ‘I remember 
these old buses when they were travelling 
up to Stockingford, Coventry and 
Leicester. Their engines had a distinctive 
growl, and the seats were hard brown 
moquette.’ The quote is credited to Mr 
Lee, 2014. Both: PHILIP LAMB 

Bottom: Arriva serves Nuneaton from 
Hinkley on former Midland Fox/Midland 
Red East routes. No 2277 (SN53 ESO) is 
a Transbus Dart SLF initially delivered in 
2003 to Arriva Derby. PHILIP LAMB 
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Top: The N52 served local housing estates 
to the south of Nuneaton towards 
Coventry. One of the buses on service in 
the early 1970s was SI6 5542 (6542 HA). 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Centre: Seen at Coventry’s Pool Meadow 
bus station is Nuneaton’s Willowbrook¬ 
bodied SI7 5490 (6490 HA). The bus will 
soon depart for Nuneaton on route 747 
via the north Coventry suburb of Ash 
Green. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Bottom: Today this is stand F\ Seen here 
is DDI2 6273 (YHA 273J), an Alexander¬ 
bodied Daimler Fleetline preparing to 
depart for Stockingford railway station. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Above: Occupying a unit in Nuneaton 
bus station is Dunwood Travel, which 
uses excursion boards to advertise its 
services. PHILIP LAMB 
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Above: Midland Red’s Nuneaton garage in Newtown Road still stands and remains in use with Stagecoach. The structure dates from 
I960 replacing the existing garage in Coton Road. PHILIP LAMB 


Below: The garage conforms to a standard Midland Red layout with extensive offices either side of the entrance/exit. PHILIP LAMB 
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Dewsbury Spring running day 



MXWtumimimimi! 


Successors to Morecambe 
and Heysham, Lancaster 
City Council downgraded 
Weymann-bodied No 73 to 
driver tuition and towing 
duties before selling it 
for preservation in 1977, 
remaining with the same 
owner since. After being kept 
at Burtonwood initially, it 
was transferred to St Helens 
Transport Museum until 
1994, but later moved to 
Surrey where it was parked 
outside and exposed to the 
elements. It arrived at its 
present home, Keighley Bus 
Museum in October 2006. 
and has recently restored to 
the original and immaculate 
condition seen here. 

Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 


F303 MYJ is one of 12 
Northern Counties-bodied 
Volvo Citybuses delivered to 
Southdown in 1988/89. Taken 
into Stagecoach ownership, 
this bus later saw service with 
Velvet and Seaford & District, 
in which livery it has recently 
passed into preservation. 


Recently the subject of an in 
depth restoration feature on 
these pages, a popular vehicle 
on the day was Roe-bodied 
Albion Aberdonian, East 
Yorkshire 674 (VKH 674). 
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Auwarter NEOPLAN 

The German coachbuilder Auwarter’s distinctive and easily recognisable coaches first appeared on our roads in 1981 , and 
have remained a part of our coaching scene since. The most popular model here has, over the years that followed, been the 
Skyliner, used both as a motorway express coach and extended tourer Later in life these massive vehicles served with minor 
operators requiring high capacity luxury vehicles , outliving all of our home-grown double-deck coaches by some years. 


We begin with Anthony’s 
Travel PIB 5898, not a 
Neoplan Skyliner, but an 
N116 Neoplan Intercityliner. 
Originally registered WGT 
875W, this coach was the 
first UK-registered Neoplan, 
and, following its appearance 
at the 1980 Commercial 
Motor Show, entered service 
with Bruton (Blueways), 
London SWII in January 
1981. We have no date for 
this view, but it must be some 
years later as the coach has 
clearly fallen from grace, 
being rostered to provide 
luxury accommodation on a 
Morrison’s free bus service. 
PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


The privatised Yelloway of 
Rochdale had great ambitions 
acquiring a small fleet of N122 
Skyliners, of which B668 DVL 
was one. Seen here in July 
1986, the coach, new in 1985, 
passed to SUT before going 
on to Trathens for National 
Express work reregistered 
JDZ 4898 From 1993 onwards 
it spent a couple of years 
operating for the Birmingham 
Coach Company. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 




Another former Yelloway 
Neoplan Skyliner N122/3, 

RIB 4313 is seen in later 
life with Hampshire-based 
Altonian on Alton Show 
duties in July 1997. When 
new in 1986, this coach was 
registered Cl73 KET and 
operated in National Express 
Rapide livery. An interesting 
interlude in the life of this fine 
coach saw it in the ownership 
of Dreadnaught Coaches of 
Alnwick engaged on a service 
to and from Newcastle in 
an attempt to persuade 
motorists out of their cars 
to travel non-stop between 
Alnwick and Newcastle 
with a stewardess serving 
refreshments. Altonian was 
founded in 1918 and traded 
until the beginning of 2009. 
PHILIP LAMB 
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In the right livery, the Skyliner 
looked very impressive indeed. 
Seen here in July 1983 when just 
a few months old is Limebourne 
of London’s TWG 562Y By 1987 
the coach was in the Voyager 
International fleet. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Restoration work on the bodywork for former Aldershot & District Dennis E 
D235 (OT 8902) has been started by the Aldershot & District Omnibuses 
Rescue & Restoration Society, as DAVID JUKES finds out 



The Aldershot & District Omnibuses 
Rescue & Restoration Society (ADORRS) 
owns three of the five surviving Dennis 
Es, a 25ft-length semi-forward control 
chassis introduced in 1926. ADORRS 
was formed in 1996 to save 1928-vintage 
former Aldershot & District (A&D) 
Strachan & Brown-bodied Dennis Es 
D217 (OT 8592) and D226 (OT 8898), 
discovered that year in a Four Marks, 
Hampshire, field. 

Both were used as holiday homes from 
their 1936 withdrawal until the mid- 
1980s, thence laying derelict until rescue. 
To these was added a further ex-A&D 
Dennis E - D235 (OT8902) - which was 
uncovered during the demolition of a 
riverside bungalow built around the bus in 
Walton-upon-Thames. 

TWO-PHASE APPROACH 

ADORRS’ Trustees produced a two-phase 
Dennis E restoration plan in 2011. Phase 1 
was the restoration of OT 8902’s chassis as 
the best of the three, while Phase 2 would 
combine the Strachan & Brown bodies of 
OT 8592 and OT 8898 into a single unit for 
mounting on OT 8902’s restored chassis. 

The first phase is now all but 
complete with OT 8902’s new radiator 

- manufactured by Guildford Radiators 

- fitted and plumbed in. As previously 
explained in September 2017’s B&CP, it 
features a replica period shell and front 
but incorporates a modern core to keep 
costs manageable, especially as the core 
will be unseen on normal viewing. 

The new scuttle and fuel tank have also 
been fitted, as has the engine’s Autovac 
and a rear-mounted spare wheel carrier. 
Copper pipework to link fuel tank, 
Autovac and engine awaits fitting. 

PHASE 2 BEGINS 

A thorough inspection of the two Strachan 
& Brown bodies by ADORRS and its 
contracted carpenter, Gary Appleton - 
who at the time of writing is putting his 
carpentry skills to good use on HMS 
Victory and HMS Warrior , led to that 
of OT 8592 being chosen as the core of 
OT 8902’s intended bodywork. Most of 
its reconstruction and restoration will be 
carried out while on its current chassis 

Main picture: There is a substantially 
amount of work required to restore the 
now stripped-down Strachan & Brown 
bodywork of ex-A&D Dennis E OT 8592 
for mounting on the restored chassis of 
sister OT 8902. All pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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before U-bolts will be released and the 
transfer made to the restored chassis. 

But first, the not so small matter 
of removing the surviving caravan 
conversion materials had to be carried out 
- essentially the removal of the additional 
bulkheads, replacement windows and 
other more homely fixtures. The remaining 
exterior panels were also removed to 
provide access to the framework beneath. 

Above: The restored Dennis E chassis is 
now fitted with its new radiator and many 
other parts since B&CP's previous visit. 

Centre left and right: The structural 
integrity of the stripped Strachan & 
Brown bodywork is maintained by several 
adjustable steel props located inside and 
out. 

Bottom left: These mid-wheelbase 
longitudinal timbers presently remain 
in place. The lowest sections are 
positioned to support fully-opened full- 
drop windows and include several drain 
holes within their grooves. The uprights 
have cut-outs in which the brass window 
sliders were fixed. 

Bottom centre: Some uprights have 
become detached from their fixing 
brackets through the actions of rot and 
rust - hence the necessary props. 

Bottom right: These brackets once linked 
floor cross-members and uprights and 
are in quite contrasting conditions; but 
do note the raised and stamped S & B 
lettering. 


The prevention of structural distortion 
- or collapse - was essential. Several 
adjustable steel props are used by Gary to 
support what now remains of the Strachan 
& Brown bodywork. These are carefully 
adjusted to ensure the stripped shell is 
secure and aligns true - replacement 


ash timbers can then be fitted without 
structural distortion. 

LITTLE CLUES 

ADORRS is fortunate many original body 
parts survived the caravan conversions 
and subsequent exposure to the elements, 
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Top left and right: Surviving parts of the original Strachan & Brown bodywork are kept 
pending restoration and refitting and/or use as patterns for new parts. 



Above: A very useful find is the sole- 
surviving opening window release catch 
and mechanism - the catch complete 
with STRACHAN’S LONDON lettering. 

Below: The original entrance door awaits 
painting and refitting at a future date. 

Its glass is intact and is presently safely 
stored. 




Above: The bottom of each opening 
window frame had a support spring and 
wire at each end. These took the weight of 
the window to ease opening and closing. 



Above: The original doorstop remains in 
place on the rear bulkhead. 



Above: The original solid brass handrails 
are in excellent condition and will be 
refitted in due course. 



Above: The steelwork of the original 
passenger entrance steps has been 
stripped, cleaned, de-rusted and 
reassembled. 


even if serving as patterns for new work 
as Ray Le Mesurier Foster, ADORRS 
President, explains: It is going to take 
time to sort out what’s what, but there are 
little clues all the time and it is a very nice 
job finding them. 

'Spring slides were attached to the full- 
drop side windows and moved within 
vertical brass window slides fixed into the 
body’s uprights,’ he explains. 'The windows’ 
operation was slowed by the spring 
mechanisms, which was all very clever. 

'We have just one complete mechanism, 
but that does not necessarily worry us as 
we have a pattern to replicate the other 
nine. New springs have been sourced from 
a Midhurst watchmaker and are safely 
stored for now.’ 

Strachan & Brown used distinctive 
brackets to secure the structural timber 
uprights to transverse floor and roof 
timbers, the former brackets complete 
with S & B lettering. A combination of 
Anno Domini and iron oxide will ensure 
most will be replaced but, as with the 
window mechanisms, a sound pattern 
exists. 

MORE FINDS 

Other extant items to be retained are 
the driver’s door catch, the entrance 
door stop on the rear bulkhead, and the 
entrance handrails - the last formed from 
solid brass! The teak rear entrance door 
will also be reused; its paint has been 
laboriously stripped and undercoat applied 
pending topcoats of green and cream, and 
the re-fitting of its glass. 

New glass will be required throughout 
the restored body - ADORRS has already 
decided this will be of the toughened 
variety as it is intended the restored 
Dennis E will be carrying passengers on 
the open road. 

Moving back to the present, the floor lino 
has been left in place as it still provides the 
restoration team with solutions to various 
questions, not least that of where the 32 
passenger seats were fitted. Three original 
supports remain as patterns for new items, 
although these will not be hand cut and 
finished as per the 1928 fixtures - machines 
now do the same work far more efficiently. 

'We also found the battery box,’ 
states Ray. 'But we had no idea of what 
batteries were fitted until we found a 
bulb remaining in a saloon light on the 
other body. 12 volts was the answer! It is 
amazing to think one tiny bulb told us 
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Top left: The Strachan & Brown bodywork 
is secured to the Dennis chassis using 
several U-bolts, which will be removed 
to enable the body’s later remounting on 
OT 8902’s chassis. 

Top right: The original gutter was simply 
timber lengths fitted on the joint 
between roof and sides as shown by this 
remaining section. 

Lower right: Clearly OT 8592’s bodywork 
did not sit plumb on its Dennis E chassis; 
this timber spacer is thought to be the 
work of Strachan & Brown’s craftsmen. 

Below: The Strachan & Brown bodywork 
is stripped ready for reconstruction. 
Alongside the nearside rear wheels is the 
original front bulkhead steel panel which 
will be replaced with new. In front is the 
surviving bench seat base and part of the 
lower rear bodywork. 

what we wanted to know, although the 
battery box itself will not be refitted until 
after the body is remounted.’ 

REPLICATION AND 
RECLAMATION 

Other woodwork to be replicated in due 
course is the wooden gutter fitted where 
roof and bodysides meet, of which just a 
short length remains. Another feature very 
much of its time is the front bulkhead, 
simply a sheet of non-structural steel used 
to help keep everything together beneath 
the window line. The existing steel is life- 
expired but makes an excellent template 


for its replacement, which was being 
marked up for cutting during B&CPs visit. 

‘We have been able to source external 
panels with an Aldershot & District 
pedigree,’ explains Ray. ‘A&D Dennis 
Loline 503 is currently being repanelled 
and its old panels will be cut to size for the 
E. Being aluminium, they also weigh less 
than the steel originally fitted which will 
be an added benefit.’ 

Much work remains on what is the oldest 
A&D bus in existence (or will be when 
chassis and body are united) and what 
will also be the only complete Strachan & 
Brown body (ADORRS has both surviving 


examples - there are no others). 

‘These are two very good reasons 
for preservation,’ concludes Ray. ‘I am 
amazed we have got this far. They were 
delivered on my 60th birthday and I am 
now nearly 83!’ 

Our thanks to Ray Le Mesurier 
Foster for his kind assistance. For more 
information about ADORRS, its vehicles 
and activities, please visit its website 
www.adorrs.co.uk. Any financial 
donations towards the Dennis E’s 
restoration will be gratefully received by 
the Society as projects such as these are 
not by any means inexpensive. 
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A 1950s scene of DD6 sheltering a cat while 
laying over. GRAHAM BROWN ARCHIVE 


Cab, blind box and canopy capers! 


GRAHAM BROWN provides a 
restoration progress report of his 
former W Gash & Sons Roberts¬ 
bodied Daimler CVD6. 

Rot, rot and more rot! Just when we 
thought most of the serious rot had been 
dealt with, even more hidden decay 
reared its rusty head! 

This was what confronted Geoff 
Gilbert and I when we restarted work 
last spring on DD6 (KNN 959), my 
ex-W Gash and Sons Daimler CVD6. 
Back in 1949, bodybuilders W Roberts 


and Son Ltd had in their wisdom decided 
to encase the outer steel cab frame in 
aluminium with nothing between except 
a coat of primer. For a while Geoff had 
remarked on the tell-tale signs of the two 
metals slowly falling out with each other 
in the form of blisters pushing up the 
aluminium. 

The issue had been ignored to allow 
more pressing structural issues to be 
tackled, hoping it would be a case of just 
removing the skin, cleaning and placing 
a suitable barrier between the metals 
or at worst fabricating a replacement 


aluminium coat. The softboard cab ceiling 
also had a suspicious mushy hole in it and 
there was that constant shower of rust 
cascading down from the heavens each 
time the cab door was shut! 

Having worked right around the bus 
and got it sound, the time finally came 
to investigate this phenomenon. With 
the cab door out of the way, Geoff, with 
the patience of a saint, carefully removed 
all the stubborn beading screws and the 
windscreen was carefully lifted out with 
the side window and, eventually, the 
aluminium cladding. 
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What a very sad sight... Due to years of 
water ingress from loose beading above 
the blind box, the main offside cab pillar 
was so rotten it had parted company with 
what was left of the top framing, the 
main crossmember above the screen (or 
what was left of it) had rotted to a wafer 
and most of the floor boards in the blind 
box had disintegrated. It appeared the 
windscreen and aluminium skin were 
holding it all together. 

ZEALOUS REPAIRS 

We now had a chicken and egg situation, 
that is how to replicate and replace all the 
crumbling curved pieces without losing 
a datum point to ensure everything went 
back together again, the windscreen 
fitted correctly and the structure married 
up. The angle iron supporting the front 
of the upper-deck floorboards bends in 

Opposite, bottom, left to right: 

Geoff patiently removing the cab 
panelling. All pictures: GRAHAM BROWN 
(unless otherwise stated) 

The original 1949 Daimler front cab panel 
is revealed 

The extensive cab frame tin worm! 

This page, top left: There was also plenty of 
deterioration around the blind box. 

Top right: Upper-deck flooring way past its 
best. 

Centre left: The rotten cab pillar removed 
for re-fabrication. 

Centre right: Geoff marking out the new 
pillar for adjustment. 

Bottom left: The initial cab pillar trial 
fitting before fettling is looking 
promising. 

Bottom right: The cab pillar tacked into 
place and lined up with the windscreen. 


two directions, and the offside pillar is a 
complicated compound curve tapering 
towards the top that can only be formed 
by trial and error until it lines up with 
everything. 

We started by welding a jig out of two 
substantial lengths of heavy iron bar with 



the idea of forcing a scaffold tube onto a 
piece of flat steel to form the curve. We 
heated it, bashed it and even resorted to 
using the weight of the bus to try and form 
an acceptable curve without satisfactory 
success! I contacted fellow restorationist 
Steve Lyne to find out if he thought his 
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fabrication contact could form the part, 
and he offered to have a go first with his 
Leyland tractor-mounted 8ton log-splitter. 

We took the heavy jig, flat metal, 
cardboard template and scaffold pole 
over to his premises. To be honest I wasn’t 
holding out much hope and we were 
a bit overzealous on the first attempt, 
destroying the scaffold tube! Having 
found a replacement and another piece 
of metal, Steve gently worked the piece 
backwards and forwards along the 
machine while we kept checking the 
curve with our cardboard pattern. To my 


surprise the job looked sorted after ten 
minutes! 

Having got the main curve back in the 
workshop we offered up the piece, cut, 
adjusted and welded the bottom of the 
pillar to fit, fettled the curve a bit at the 
top and it lined up fine. And when we trial 
fitted the windscreen it was a near perfect 
fit, as was the side cab window, looking as 
though it could have been a part supplied 
off the shelf by Robert’s itself. Well done 
Steve for saving the day - we would have 
saved several hours of faffing around if I 
had phoned him earlier. 


This page, top: The upper-deck front 
bulkhead during disassembly. 

Below left and right: Handwritten 1949 
bulkhead frame labelling. 

Bottom, left to right: The trial fitting of new 
upper-deck floorboards. 

New upper-deck flooring glued and 
clamped. 

Graham securing new timber in position. 

GEOFF GILBERT 

Opposite page, top left: The freshly painted 
engine bay. 

Lower left: Engine firing order brass plate 
revealed. 

Right: DD6 stripped but ready for 
reassembly. 

CEILING AND BOARDS 

I pulled down what was left of the mushy 
cab ceiling and, sitting on the bonnet, 
laboriously removed the rusted screws 
from the nearside canopy beading to 
preserve it for reuse. As always, the last 
screw holding up the large aluminium 
sheet was the hardest to remove and 
inevitably the canopy came crashing 
down on my head depositing years of 
accumulated rotten wood and debris 
everywhere! 

We set up our scaffold tower and 
removed the front exterior upper-deck 
panelling and stripped the old linoleum 
to determine how far back the upper- 
deck flooring had rotted. After a fair bit 
of cogitating it was decided to cut the 
boards back about 2ft from the front to a 
convenient cross member and replace with 
new. 
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This was beyond the blind box to under 
the front seats leaving us no choice but 
to strip everything out inside including 
the upper-deck bulkhead and Clayton 
heater unit. It gave us the opportunity 
to completely inspect and refurbish the 
framing properly, making it a very thorough 
job despite being time-consuming. 

It was interesting to find the ash¬ 
framed bulkhead had been custom made 
by a joiner using mortice and tenon 
joints, specifically for the bus as it had 
a part number and ‘Gash’ beautifully 
handwritten on each component. A 
replacement bottom rail has been cut from 
a similar hardwood and the handwritten 
part numbers preserved under clear 
varnish - which will hopefully last another 
seventy years to be rediscovered during 
the next overhaul! 

New floorboards were cut, dowelled 
and grafted onto the originals with 
an extra support underneath. They 
were carefully shaped to form the 
correct angled curve at the front using 
a hardboard template, although this 
involved a lot of head scratching as there 
was very little left of the original timber 


for an accurate guide to work to. 

The new 2ft tongued and grooved 
extensions had to be forced down from 
the curve of the upper deck to the new 
flat angle iron at the front while the glue 
cured using many G clamps and extra 
angle iron to spread the force. It was quite 
a strain but luckily none succumbed to 
any splitting and they thankfully all line 
up as they should. 

CAB WORKS 

With the cab now looking like a bare 
skeleton, Geoff remarked it would not 
be difficult to carry on and remove the 
bolts holding the complete firewall to 
make a better job of paint stripping. I was 
struggling to access weld repairs to the 
brackets holding the inner wing and floor 
frame panel, so all that came out as well. 

To remove the cab emergency window 
mechanism for refurbishment and allow 
the outside to be de-rusted and properly 
painted, the rest of the ceiling, associated 
panelling and woodwork had to be 
removed to gain access to the nuts holding 
it all on. It all looked very bare, although 
the rest of the chassis has been needle- 


gunned and painted along with the engine 
and dismantled air cleaners; some of the 
wiring and flexible conduit has got very 
warm in the past and will also be replaced. 

The very basic dash panel, control 
pedals and rods, and complete handbrake 
mechanism have been carefully 
dismantled to individual parts for 
refurbishment, leaving the workshop 
looking like a Meccano set of exploded 
Daimler cab components. The opening 
windscreen must be taken apart for 
re-chroming and the cloudy glass replaced 
- not an easy task and a costly operation 
but as an important visual item it would 
be an opportunity missed not to have it 
re-plated while off the bus. 

Looking for an inside job on a rather 
cold and wet day, I turned my attention 
to the driver’s cab door leaning against 
the workshop wall. It wasn’t in bad 
condition except for the rotted out curved 
bottom frame, no doubt from decades of 
condensation accumulation. Having gently 
peeled off the aluminium door skin, the 
shaped box section had originally encased 
some hard wood fillets, now long gone, 
to provide a secure fixing for the outer 
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Top left: Rusted lower cab door frame. 

Top centre and right: Cab door with 
fabricated frame repair section 
compared and installed 

Above left: The original wiring has got very 
hot in the past! 

Inset: Polly, our sadly missed workshop 
team member. 

trim. My only option to replicate this was 
to fabricate a suitable replacement curved 
‘U’ section, pop in some hardwood and 
carefully weld a metal top on it all, hoping 
enough of the wood survived the heat 
intact to be able to support the trim on 
reassembly. 

A LITTLE HELP FROM A FRIEND 

One Saturday morning working on my 
own at the end of an incredibly hot week 
in July, I had cut and fitted the new angle 
iron that goes across the entire width of 
the front of the bus to support the upper- 
deck floor boards. I noticed from quite 
old photographs of DD6 in service the 
canopy sagged on the nearside corner, 


probably due to the rotted wood above, so 
I employed the services of the trusty Acrow 
to jack it back to where it should be before 
welding and bolting in the new section then 
contemplating which bit to attack next. 

I had already fabricated the replacement 
panel with dog legs either end to fit 
above the windscreen, so it all remains 
nice and flush. But needing the 
windscreen out I contemplated 
the operation; being heavy, 
awkward and probably 
irreplaceable I thought 
removing the screen on 
my own from a ladder 
would tempt fate. 

Steve Lyne phoned just 
as I was going to abandon 
the project until the next time. 

He was aware not as much had been 
achieved as could have been that week 
and the project needed a bit of a boost. 

I explained my plight, so he kindly 
jumped in his van, came over and in no 
time the screen was released and lifted 
out, the new panel bolted and welded in, 


and the screen replaced. Fantastic! His 
logic was I could now drive the hundred 
miles home with the satisfaction that, 
after so much dismantling, the front of the 
bus was being built back up for a change, 
greatly lifting my morale. 

I mentioned to Geoff several times 
there is a danger we could end up with 
half a static bus restored to perfection, 
rather than a whole bus actually 
useable - a very difficult 
decision to draw the line 
on, especially when it 
is all in bits, and not to 
carry on and take the 
next piece off and give 
it to Tony Marshall, our 
meticulous paint stripper, for 
his attention and refurbishment. 
This is probably why many a project 
has bitten the dust before completion, but 
then perhaps it is the pride of restoring 
everything to a fairly high standard which 
makes it so enjoyable to do, with items left 
scruffy or corroded a taint and regret on 
the final restoration. 
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W Gash and Sons parcel delivery service docket, TIM ticket 
and Dutch touring brochure. GRAHAM BROWN ARCHIVE 


A SAD LOSS 

Sadly during the summer we lost Polly our 
faithful four-legged workshop companion. 
We will miss her regular attempts to drag 
Tony from his paint stripping duties to 
dispense yet another Bonio from the boot 
of his car! 

As always, thanks to Ian and Jean for 
the workshop facilities, Geoff and Tony 
for their hard graft and to Steve and 
Annie for the welcome hot showers! 
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Fantastic feedback received about the JUB 29 article has led to this, the first of a new Survivor Series which 
will include age-old extremely rare or rarely seen classics. ASHLEY BLACKMAN starts with an omnibus many 
will recognise - former Brighton Corporation FUF 63, a 1939 Weymann-bodied AEC Regent. 


When searching for the rare classics I 
knew FUF 63 would be at the top of my 
list. It is a classic I always admired at 
rallies as an avid young AEC fanatic. A 
stunning Regent with stylish Weymann 
body, you will be charmed by the gorgeous 
flared panels, handsome front and 
cheerful livery. 

FUF 63 is without doubt a survivor and 
a head turner to say the least. Thank you 
to Jonathan Pye for allowing us to share 
his pride and joy with you all. 

It turns out Jonathan and I have a lot 
in common. We have both been brought 
up from a young age with vintage buses, 
not those of our own era but much older 
half-cabs, particularly AECs. We share an 
interest in mechanics and classic vehicles 
and enjoy attending not only bus and 
coach events but larger events where all 
classic transport is celebrated. There we 
can relax, eat good food and meet like- 
minded people. 

Personal favourites are The Goodwood 
Revival and the Gloucestershire Vintage 


& Country Extravaganza at South Cerney. 
The latter has a stunning display of all 
the vintage transport you can think of; 
plenty of buses and coaches plus steam, 
trucks, cars, bikes, tractors, and more. It 
is definitely worth a visit and it would be 
fantastic to see FUF 63 there. 

THE HISTORY 

In 1939 Brighton Corporation decided 
it was time to replace its aging trams 
with a new fleet of 44 trolleybuses and 
21 motor buses, all bodied by Weymann. 
The latter were striking AEC Regents 
powered by 8.8 litre engines with pot 
cavity combustion chamber systems and 
fitted with preselect transmissions. Almost 
all were identical; the first 11 were fitted 
with metal-framed bodies and mostly 
lasted a good 20 years in service, while 
the remainder were fitted with composite 
bodies and were withdrawn after around 
13 years’ service. 

FUF 63 was one of the former 
and remained in service for 26 years, 


thankfully enabling it to be saved for 
preservation as the sole survivor. 

It was Michael Dryhurst who 
saved FUF 63 for preservation, 
how did your father John Pye become 
involved with the Regent? 

Michael Dryhurst acquired 
FUF 63 from Brighton Corporation 
in 1965 when it came out of service and 
then operated it for several years. My dad 
John Pye was FUF 63’s custodian while 
Michael lived in Los Angeles (LA) and, 
being a dutiful son, I would get my hands 
dirty and help out too. 

Through a mutual friend dad became 
friends with Michael Dryhurst and he 
would go with Michael to rallies and 
events including the London to Brighton 
run. A native of North Wales, he always 
had an interest in buses. Dad remembered 
petrol-engined Regents because Crosville 
would run anything and everything during 
the summer months along the coast for 
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holiday makers who would travel by train 
in droves from the likes of Manchester 
and Stoke-on-Trent. 

Dad also remembered the petrol- 
engined buses and the ex-Thomas Tilling 
Regents that came from Brighton too. I 
was in my late-20s when dad became the 
owner of FUF and we would travel all over 
the country with the bus to events and 
make a weekend of it. I remember in 1987, 
when I had my AEC Mogul, I followed 
FUF 63 down to Brighton. We would 
stop every 10 miles to dip the oil and top 
the water up. It would drink oil, leaking 
more than it used. In the 90s my dad and 
I made a special trip back to North Wales 
in FUF 63 so he could relive those old 
memories and journey along the routes he 
remembered well in the Regents. 

I hear there is a myth you want 
to clear up about FUF 63 having 
in America? 

An urban myth that we need to clear 
up is FUF 63 never went to America. 
It has never left UK shores. I remember my 
dad operating and being the custodian of 
FUF for Michael Dryhurst whilst he lived 
in LA working in the film industry. 

The only explanation I can think of 
for this mix up is sometimes people get 
FUF confused with RTl, which Michael 
Dryhurst also owned. RTl was repatriated 
from California by Michael. 

The bus has been in preservation 
for 54 years and still looks to be 
what it always was, a well-loved AEC 
which still looks solid, in good health 
and well kept. What restoration work 
has been done over the years? 

Well one tip I would give to anyone 
who is in preservation, or is looking 
to get into preservation, is always dry 
store your vehicle. Being dry stored for 
all its life has made a huge difference to 
the condition the bus still manages to be 
in. FUF 63 was re-varnished in the 80s 
from memory and adverts were added in 
preservation. They are all period, in style 
and are sign-written. 

What about the mechanical side 
of things? 

FUF has had quite a bit of 
mechanical and engine work over 








lived 



Opposite page: FUF 63 shows off the 
stylish lines and curves of its Weymann 
bodywork. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 


This page: Two generations of Pyes with 
FUF 63; father John and son Jonathan. 

JONATHAN PYE/ASHLEY BLACKMAN 


the years. The old engine had a very worn 
crankshaft causing it to constantly throw 
oil out. Tim Nicholson and I restored a 
replacement engine between us. I picked 
up some 8.8 liners and we also got some 
pistons from David Hoare. 

When we took the engine apart, the 
bottom end was pretty good but it had 
a seized piston. We freed it all off and 
rebuilt it in my garage at home. When we 
refitted the engine, we started it up with 
no water and it was blowing smoke rings 
out of the water hose. More investigation 
found a cracked liner and cracked block - 
we had the block welded and machined. 

This engine responded well to the 
welding and machining, which is a 
testament to the engineering back then. 

I also changed the diff a few years ago 
as it was a 30 mile an hour diff, which 
isn’t ideal on modern roads. Traffic on 
the roads has changed so much over the 
last 30-40 years. I managed to acquire a 
better ratio diff from David Hoare, which 
enables FUF to achieve a comfortable 
speed of 40mph, which is much better and 
safer for travelling to and from events. 


Have you always had an interest 
in classic buses and coaches? 


A — Yes, I was very fortunate my dad 
and I had similar interests and 
he was always really supportive and easy 
going. I have always enjoyed mechanical 
things: trains, buses, lorries, cars - all 
classics really, especially unusual original 
vehicles. I guess it’s all in my genes? 

When I left school in 19811 got an 
apprenticeship at London Transport. Dad 
was very proud and would tell random 
folks about it. I was 16 with a bus fitter 
and turner apprenticeship at Chiswick 
Works. After my apprenticeship I worked 
at Aldenham and, when that shut in 1986, 
transferred to Hounslow Garage until 
1990 when I left. 
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A couple of the main reasons I love 
FUF 63 so much is because it is unusual 
in so many ways. It has a mechanical 
stick preselect gearbox with an 8.8 litre 
engine and a stylish Weymann body. I like 
vehicles that aren’t necessarily restored, 
not touched well kept vehicles, barn finds 
if you will. 

What do you enjoy about keeping 
your Regent preserved and on the 

road? 

When I take the Regent for a drive 
these days it brings joy to people in 
the street, they wave, turn and smile and 
that’s a great feeling, I know it’s always 
worth the effort. 

People can’t get enough of the bus 
really; it’s very rewarding to be able to 
preserve part of our heritage and share 
it with others. I really enjoy taking FUF 
back to Brighton too. 

Where FUF is stored is a great 
community and a lovely place to spend 
time working on the bus. It is just so 
much better to get out of your house 
and socialise, rather than sat staring at a 
computer screen - call me old fashioned. 
The best thing about FUF 63 is when you 
meet people that are directly connected 
with the bus and the look on their face 
and the memories it brings back. You can’t 
bottle that. It justifies any efforts I make 
ten-fold. 


You say you have an appreciation 
for seeing vehicles, like FUF 63, 
which haven’t really been touched or 
restored, can you elaborate on that? 

AFX 790, the AEC Mammoth Major 
II owned by David Hoare is a great 
example of a vehicle which looks the same 
as it did when it came out of service. I do 
like the patina look, similar to that currently 
popular in the hot-rod world. I believe 
there is a place for well-restored buses and 
coaches, but there is also a place for tidy 
well kept as was, but not downtrodden, of 
course. I don’t want to paint FUF as it has 
such old charm and sometimes it’s a real 
dilemma. The bus is fairly good, not perfect, 
but at 80 years old its very good and I credit 
that to dry storage and lots of TLC. 

What do you have planned for the 
bus in the future, can we expect 
to see it at more rallies and events? 

FUF 63 doesn’t attend many rallies 
as I use the bus sparingly because 
of its age. I don’t want to overuse it, it 
is 80 years old and for the right event I 
will travel. I really enjoy the gatherings 
of smaller groups in a relaxed setting 
with like-minded people, and you can 
have a good laugh. One of my favourites 
is the Jolly Boys Run at Bake well in the 
Peak District on a Sunday; nice cafe big 
breakfast, drive around the Peak District 


Snake Pass and back for a carvery lunch. 
Running days aren’t for FUF as loads of 
people would want to ride on the bus, but 
it’s old and the body doesn’t really want to 
carry that much weight. If I ever get the 
opportunity to take the bus for a random 
trip to Brighton or areas close to where I 
store it, I enjoy those jolly adventures. 

What advice would you give to 
people reading the magazine, 
who are interested in being involved 
with older buses and coaches like your 
lovely 1939 AEC Regent. How would 
they go about learning more about these 
ancient gems and getting involved with 
their preservation? 

Most owners of old vehicles I am 
sure will welcome younger people 
wanting to learn about the older buses. 
Don’t be put off if you are genuinely 
interested. Ask questions and people will 
be happy to share knowledge and teach 
you things. 

This is what helped me when I was 
younger. I had a pre-war engine manual 
which I treasured and would ask lots of 
questions. I went to Cobham one year 
with the manual and happened to speak 
to Tim Nicholson. Because of a manual 
and a chance meet up, 35 years later we 
are still friends. 

If you are interested but don’t know 
where to start and like a vehicle, tell the 
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Opposite page, top row: Both saloons (lower 
looking forward and upper viewed aft) 
feature decorative Alhambrinal ceilings 
and delightful period light fittings. 

These adverts for Brighton-based 
companies are carried on the lower- 
deck’s front bulkhead. One wonders what 
lies behind that for Albert Brick Glazing 
Contractors as it is retained by brackets 
and clips to ease its removal. 

FUF 63’s cab, complete with preselect 
gearstick to the driver’s left. 

Bottom row: FUF 63’s rear panel shows 
it was in Brighton service for 26 years 
and has been preserved for the past 54. 
Incredible! 

FUF 63’s 8.8litre AEC diesel engine. 

The Regent badge is worn with pride. 

All: ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

This page, top to bottom: FUF 63 with 
David Hoare’s AEC Mammoth Major II 
AFX 790. JONATHAN PYE 

Brighton Corporation increased its 
advertising income with the application 
of distinctive advertisements around the 
front corners of its vehicles, as worn by 

FUF 63. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

A 1938 Act compelled Brighton 
Corporation’s buses and trolleybuses to 
share a common livery and destination 
screen layout with Tilling subsidiary 
Brighton, Hove & District, although the 
Corporation’s vehicles also carried the 
town’s coat of arms. The London-style 
destination screens were inherited from 
Thomas Tilling and became a distinctive 
part of Brighton’s streetscape for several 
years. DAVID JUKES 


owner you like it and you never know 
what will happen. You must reach out to 
owners, groups and museums and show 
your interest, otherwise they will never 
know. It’s a commitment owning a bus, the 
storage is the hurdle and everything else 
is doable and enjoyable. To me I look as 
preserving FUF 63 as putting something 
back into society and preserving the past. 

ASHLEY’S FINAL THOUGHTS 

I am very passionate about encouraging 
younger preservationists and classic 
transport enthusiasts to gain an interest in 
classic bus and coach preservation. How 
cool would it be if we saw more preserved 
buses and coaches randomly out on the 
road? More preservationists going out for 
day trips, not just to a rally or a large-scale 
event but taking a trip out just for the fun 
of it with friends for fish and chips. Turn 
the public’s heads, get them interested and 
leave long-lasting smiles on people’s faces. 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 


Atlas Editions ‘Great British Buses’ reviewed by NIGEL APPLEFORD. 



Atlas Editions entered the model market 
in March 2010 with a series of ‘Great 
British Buses’”. Inserts were placed in 
various magazines (not just transport 
subject magazines) inviting readers to 
purchase a model of a London Transport 
RTW bus for just a £1.95 postage charge. 
Purchasers were also invited to subscribe 


to what would eventually number 31 
bus and tram models issued at roughly 
monthly intervals. These models were 
manufactured in China and utilised Corgi 
Original Omnibus castings but with 
varying levels of detail, in most cases not 
as fully detailed as the mainstream Corgi 
models — often no mirrors, painted-on 


wipers and smaller details omitted. 

They were also supplied in quite flimsy 
cardboard boxes with clear plastic packing 
and on a stout plastic base with raised 
painted lettering, shrink-wrapped in 
cellophane. Although supplied screwed 
to this base (as with a normal’ OOC 
release), a piece of thick plastic was glued 
over the screw heads meaning that if you 
wished to remove the model you had 
to break this plastic away to access the 
screws (please excuse me for not doing so 
for the pictures!). Majority of the liveries 
produced had not been offered by Corgi 
although in certain cases (Routemaster, 
Southdown PD3, Midland Red etc) there 
was little choice but to duplicate existing 
models. Quality control is certainly 
variable with some models appearing to 
have assembly issues and/or damage found 
on opening the boxes. 

Atlas followed this with the 
introduction of other ranges such 
as ‘Eddie Stobart’ truck models 
(manufactured by Oxford Diecast), two 
small series of trams, ‘Classic British 

Above: First in the series was this London 
Transport RTW, RTW75 (KGK 575). 
Compared to the OOC issue it lacks 
mirrors, indicators and etched wiper 
but for just £ 1.95 postage is a very useful 
model. 


FLEETLIST 


ATLAS EDITIONS ‘GREAT BRITISH BUSES’ SERIES 1:76 4mm SCALE 


4655501 

London Transport 

RTW75 KGK 575) 

Mar 2010 


4655502 

Southdown 

Bristol Lodekka FS 2053 (AAP 53B) 

Apr 2010 

Open-top, NBC livery 

4655503 

Wallace Arnold 

Bedford OB/Duple Vista MUA 346 

May 2010 


4655504 

London Transport 

Ql 1891 (LYH 891) 

Aug 2010 

Trolleybus 

4655505 

Southdown 

Leyland PD3/NCME 265 (BUF 265C) 

Sep 2010 


4655506 

Bradford 

Daimler CVG6LX/Neepsend 238 (EAK 238D) 

Nov 2010 


4655507 

Cardiff 

AEC Q 30 (KG 7750) 

Jan 2011 

Double-deck 

4655508 

London Transport 

AEC Routemaster RM289 (VLT 289) 

Mar 2011 


4655509 

Western National 

Bristol K/ECW 895 (HOD 22) 

Mar 2011 


4655510 

Brighton 

AEC Regent/Weymann 65 (FUF 65 

Feb 20II 


4655511 

Douglas 

Daimler CWA6/Duple 51 (FMN 954) 

Feb 20II 


4655512 

Midland Red 

BMMO CM5T 4805 (805 HHA) 

May 2011 


4655513 

Blackpool 

Balloon 250 

Apr 2012 

Tram 

4655514 

London Transport 

AECQQI03 (CGJ 208) 

May 2011 

Single-deck 

4655515 

Teeside 

Sunbeam W4/Roe T294 (CPY 288) 

May 2011 

Trolleybus 

4655516 

Western Welsh 

Bristol L/ECW 856 (CUH 856) 

Jun2011 


4655517 

Lytham St Annes 

Leyland PD2/MCW 67 (50 NTD) 

jul 2011 


4655518 

Ribble 

Leyland Tiger Cub/Burlingham Seagull 940 (FCK 440) 

Aug 2011 


4655519 

Leeds 

All-Crossley DD42 701 (JUB 727) 

Sep 20II 


4655520 

West Riding 

Bedford VALI4/Plaxton Panorama EHL47ID 

Nov 2011 


4655521 

Lincoln 

Leyland PD2/Roe9l (SFE 120) 

Dec 2011 


4655522 

Hants & Dorset 

Bedford VALI4/Plaxton Panorama 2051 (CCG 704G) 

Jan 2012 


4655523 

Blackpool 

Brush Railcoach 284 

Jan 2012 

Tram 

4655524 

St Helens 

AEC Regent V/East Lancs XI99 (KDJ 399) 

May 2012 


4655525 

Metropolitan 

Feltham 355 

Mar 2012 

Tram 

4655526 

Midland Red 

BMMO D9 5358 (6358 HA) 

May 2012 


4655527 

Go North East 

Volvo B7TL/Wright Eclipse Gemini 3962 (NK06JXE) 

Jun 2012 


4655528 

Hull 

Leyland TB4/Weymann 1 (CRH 925) 

Jul 2012 

Trolleybus 

4655529 

East Yorkshire 

Leyland Leopard/Marshall 875 (RKH 875G) 

Aug 2012 


4655530 

Midland Red West 

Leyland Lynx 1114 (G114 HNP) 

Sep 2012 


4655531 

Northern Scottish 

Leyland Olympian NL0IA (OMS 9I0W) 

Nov 2012 
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Coaches’ and replica ‘Dinky Toys’. The 
trams were to 1:76 scale although certainly 
some of the Classic British Coach range 
would appear to be slightly larger than 
1:76 (to 1:72 scale perhaps) although all 
the castings also featured in the OOC 
range; the Dinky Toys were to various 
scales, it would appear that like the 
Classic British Coaches this range was 
truncated. 

Atlas took the decision to discontinue 
their British models in 2016, the Classic 
British Coaches range saw just eight 
models released from the projected 16 
announced. Much of the remaining 
stocks have since appeared at Toyfairs, 
rallies and in model shops at prices 
varying from £4 to £38.99, some models 
are more readily found than others. As a 
source of models for repainting, in view 
of the lower level of detail in some cases it 
might be more economical to source pre¬ 
enjoyed genuine OOC models rather than 
the Atlas ones. 


This page, top to bottom: 

The RTW was followed by this 
Southdown open-top Bristol FS 2053 
(AAP 53B). Some interesting points — 
only an offside mirror, no conductor’s 
grab handle, blind winding handles or 
indicators (holes visible though) and a 
traditional rather than NBC fleetname. 
The lower-deck is the rear-door variant, 
the OOC open top FSs having the 
open-platform lower-deck, correct for 
Southdown. There has also been very 
strange treatment of the lower front 
mudguards with the ‘cut-outs’. 

The ubiquitous Bedford OB/Duple Vista 
coach came along in May 2010; this 
represented a Wallace Arnold coach, 
MUA 346. Later OOC OBs had mirrors, 
also some silver window framing is absent 
on this model. 

The Southdown PD3 was offered in 
traditional livery, as dual-headlight 265 
(BUF 265C) complete with adverts, 
during September 2010. It features both 
mirrors and only a nearside wiper while 
some appear to have both wipers but 
only one mirror. This model (hopefully a 
one off) does have one glaring assembly 
issue — the front grille has been fitted 
upside down! 

Of all the models featured here this 
is probably the worst for poor quality 
control. This model of a Western 
National Bristol K/ECW (895, HOD 22) 
has a protruding radiator (it doesn’t 
simply push back in) and the tampo 
printing of the window ventilators is 
awful, particularly on the offside upper 
deck. On the plus side the adverts are 
rather nice though. 
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Left: The MCW Orion-bodied 
Leyland PD2 was issued in Lytham 
St Annes smart dark blue and 
white livery (67, 50 NTD) in July 
2011. It features the Edinburgh 
front complete with Leyland 
badge and is a nice looking model 
even if the upper-deck white is a 
bit wavy. There is an interesting 
mix of destination blinds too. The 
box is correctly labelled on the 
sides but the ends proclaim it to 
be a West Riding Bedford VAL .. . 

Below: According to the base, this 
Douglas bus is an AEC Regent, 
but I’ve not seen a Regent with a 
Daimler radiator. This pleasant 
model of Douglas 51 (FMN 954) 
was released in February 2011 
and features nearside and offside 
mirrors. 



Below: The iconic Blackpool Balloon tram was an unusual 
addition to a “Great British Buses” series but it is a lovely 
model of car 250 and was released in April 2012. A single-deck 
Brush railcoach was released in January 2012. 




Above: The London Transport side-engined AEC Q was issued 
in this lighter Green Line livery as QI03 (CGJ 208) during May 
2011. The model features a cut-out on the offside showing a 
dummy engine behind. The Q casting was produced by Corgi 
with either an open (as in this case) or closed passenger door. 
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Top left: This is a model of Teeside 
Municipal Transport T294 (CPT 
288), a Roe-bodied Sunbeam W. 
Not sure about the authenticity 
of the colour but it certainly 
looks a very nice model although 
it lacks the mirrors seen on 
the OOC releases. It should be 
mentioned that OOC released a 
similar model in a darker green. 

Top right: A newer prototype 
is the Wright Eclipse Gemini- 
bodied B7TL. This model in Go 
North East livery (3962, NK06 
JXE) is very well executed and 
the ‘AngeT livery is excellent. 
Although the model, released 
in June 2012, features tree 
protection bar and both mirrors 
it lacks the prominent top-hung 
windscreen wipers. 

Upper right: The Plaxton 
Panorama bodied Bedford VAL 
is popular in OOC’s range. This 
Atlas release is of the same coach 
released by OOC but in a later 
guise. CCG 704C was new to 
King Alfred Motor Services of 
Winchester. It was taken over 
with the company by Hants & 
Dorset in April 1973, numbered 
2051 and painted in NBC local 
coach livery. This model has 
etched wipers and plastic mirrors 
as provided on an OOC model. 






Above: The BET 36ft single-decker 
was released in East Yorkshire 
livery in August 2012 as No 875 
(RKH 875G). This model has also 
been released by EFE but with a 
6-bay body rather than the 5-bay 
example here — I suspect the EFE 
version is the correct one. 

Left: Numerically the last of the 
series was this model of Northern 
Scottish ECW-bodied Leyland 
Olympian NLOIA (OMS 9I0W), 
the real bus originally being used 
for trials in the Scottish Bus 
Group fleets. Although not one 
of OOC’s best castings it is nicely 
finished in Northern Scottish’s 
yellow/cream/blue colour 
scheme. The model was released 
in November 2012. 
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Leyland PD3s and trams permanently on display in a Leicester bus station, 
legislation nostalgia and a Scottish mystery. Over to NICK LARKIN 



MM ii 

Sis n 


fC> 


Leicester 

Haymarket 

bus Station 


LEICESTER NOSTALGIA 

Who would have thought that a visit to Leicester’s new Haymarket bus station would guarantee a sighting of a Leyland PD2 or PD3 
and some trams? All can be savoured, but only in photographic form. Still, something to look at while sheltering from the rain. 


SHOPS 
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EASTERN COUNTIES 
MEMORY A 

Many thanks to B&CP regular 
JOHN WAKEFIELD for this 
piece of surviving Eastern 
Counties from National Bus 
Company days. This bus 
stop flag in Gog Magog Way 
Stapleford, Cambs harks back 
to Eastern Counties days 
prior to 1984, and would have 
been for the II3A Cambridge- 
Stapleford route which 
later became the 143 under 
Cambus,’John reveals. The 
stop is now only served by 
the 31 Cambridge Fowlmere 
Barley service run by A2B Bus 
& Coach. 




EASTERN COUNTIES 
MEMORY B 

Possibly one of the most 
unusual bus postcards ever 
is this example depicting the 
unfortunate falling of an Eastern 
Counties Bristol VRT into what 
nowadays would be known as a 
sinkhole, 

The script on the J/V 
Postcard tells us that the 
incident happened on 3 March 
1988 and no-one was hurt. 

We wonder if anyone ever 
sent the card to their ex-wife, 
mother-in-law or whoever with 
the message: ‘Wish you were 
here!’ 

Much appreciation to 
MALCOLM PELLING for 
sending the card — with no 
inscription ... 


LH CONUNDRUM 

Here is an interesting 
conundrum — a former 
London Transport Bristol 
LH apparently running for an 
operator that never was. 

Thanks to DAVID TAYLOR, 
who took the picture, kindly 
advises us that the buses 
were used for a joint venture 
between the Scottish Bus 
Group and Grampian Regional 
Transport (GRT). Grampian 
also acquires two other Bristol 
LHs from London in 1982, 
KJD4I2P and KJD 439P. 

The bus illustrated here, 
OHD 45R, was later painted in 
the colours of an independent 
taken over by Grampian, 

Mairs. 



l^ilpWlI^OTOH 
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JOIN THE CLUB 

This Bedford YRQ was in immaculate order for a 20-year-old vehicle attending the UK Coach Rally in 1992. New to Woodward of 
Glossop in April 1972, the Plaxton Panorama Elite-bodied Bedford was owned by the Coach Drivers’ Club of Great Britain. One question. 
How on earth did they decide who was going to drive it? Sadly UNU 385K is not listed as having survived. NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 



CAB CLUTTER 

We’re not sure which vehicle this is from, but this notice certainly makes the point! 

Advising drivers that they ‘have to spend a good deal of time in the cabin of buses’ 
it demands that the inhabitants help in keeping the cab ‘free from dirt, litter or other 
offensive articles’. 

Dread to think what those ‘offensive articles’ were. No ‘rubbish or waste food or drink’ 
was to be thrown across the floor either. Did the operator expect a Laurel and Hardy- 
style food fight to be going on? Picture: NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 


UPHILL CLIMB 

So, erm, how exactly do they get the bus 
up the steps? This bizarre stop was seen at 
St Mary’s Hospital in London. 

Pictures: NICK LARKIN 
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BUSMART 


INDE 


Buses and coaches for sale II 

Bus and coach parts for sale II 

Bus and coach parts wanted II 

Restoration services IV 

Shared ownership IV 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale IV 

Information wanted V 

Photographs for sale V 

Photographs wanted V 

Societies V 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale VI 

Models for sale VI 

Models wanted VI 

Events VI 

Museums IX 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 
Announcements 
Assistance available 
Assistance/information wanted 
Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 
Buses and coaches for hire 
Buses and coaches wanted 
Business for sale 
Groups 

Heritage bus services/tours 
Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 
Obituary 

Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 
Situation vacant 
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VEHICLE: 1975 Bristol RE, GEF 191N. 

DETAILS: New to Hartlepool Transport in 1975 with dual-purpose bodywork and converted to 
single-door coach spec in 1991. Capable of 70mph! Latterly with Northern Bus, Fleet 
reshuffle means possible sale of this unique vehicle , which is currently undergoing 
MoT work. Would only consider good offer STRICTLY for preservation. 

CONTACT: Ring John 07887 713230. After 6pm. 


ADVERTISING RATES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 































1969 AEC Regent V UTG 3I2G, New Pontypridd No 7 and with 
No 8 this was the last Regent delivered on the UK market, Currently 
being recommissioned in Cambridgeshire, and complete with radiator 
grille! I have been involved with this bus for 30 years and it would be a 
reluctant sale. However, I have received an offer for the bus for non- 
PSV use but it should be preserved, possibly in South Wales. I would 
like to hear from serious preservationists. Sadly other projects and 
tax bill mean we are talking today’s market price. Recent new tyres, 
window glass and reconditioned control box. Needs repaint but sound 
bodily. Serious enquiries to Nick on 01733 347776 or 07950 643065. 



MCW Metrobus Mk2 E474 SON. Ex Harrow bus, East Yorkshire 
(Finglands) Skills and Roberts. Starts and drives very well £4,000 no 
VAT Ring John 078877 13230. After 6pm. 


AEC Reliance (590) 2U3RA/Harrington Cavalier (body 2790) 
Ex-Valliant of Ealing, nicely restored, starts on the button, runs and 
drives well, overhauled radiator and cooling system, overhauled fuel 
system, stainless steel exhaust, re-upholstered seats to original pattern, 
very good tyres all round, various spares available. £35,000 (ono) 
Andy.Geminiani@gmail.com or 01268 767396 (Essex) 


choice of solo, centra & dart buses for sale 

for more info contact David Boden | General Manager | TM Travel 
tel 01142 633897 | mob 07739 511985 | davidboden@tmtravel.co.uk 



fleet 

no. 

vehicle 

type 

km 

seats 

engine type 

reg 

443 

Solo 

43077 

33 

Mercedes OM904LA 

LE02 KDL 

436 

Solo 

761311 

33 

Mercedes OM904LA 

LP51 GYE 

799 

VDL Centro 

727266 

40 

ZL Ecomat 4 
(6HP504C) 

YJ07JVE 

1198 

Man Centro 

472716 

38 

Man 12.240 
common rail 

YN08 JWC 

1200 

Man Centro 

464637 

38 

Man 12.240 
common rail 

YN08JWE 

951 

East Lancs 
Dart 

458582 

41 

Cummins 

ISB39E3150 

YT55 TMT 

x 4 

VDL Centro 

- 

40/38 

Cummins 

ISB39E3150 

- 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDF0RD, B.M.C, C0MMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDD0N, TH0RNYCR0FT, VOLVO etc. 


TALISMAN COACH LINES - COLCHESTER 



The following vehicles must be sold as storage 
space is no longer available. *These vehicles 
are restoration projects - others are mobile. 

AEC ROUTEMASTER 

JJD535D RML/lveco engine / LT Red 

BRISTOL 

573UVX MW5G/ECW coach body 
SGF483L RELH6L/Plaxtons* 

UAR929M LFIL6L/ Plaxtons* 

ESU815X LHS/Plaxtons* 

LEYLAND 

A620THV Titan/Park Royal/LT Red 
H48MJN Olympian / Leyiand body 

MINIMOKE 

Q838FLD Rebuild resembling open topper* 

VANHOOL 

FUH933 Astromega / New as MSU589Y 
DSK107 Astromega-forspares only 
G103CJN Alicron / MAN / Crusaderlivery 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PICTURES CONTACT: 

e-mail: sales@talismancoachlines.co.uk 
tel: 07931 847794 or 07957 509873 



Three white plastic flourescent bulb holders to complete 
rewiring of interiior lighting on 1961 Alexander bodied Dennis Loline. 
Originals measure 291/4 in x 23/4 in. Contact Dave Preston 07977 
901279 or davidpreston.premo@btinternet.com. 

Midland Red destination blinds for on going S23 preservation. 
Prefer CE, SA or SS .Tel Colin 07801 983625. 

Chassis manuals for Albion Nimbus/Claymore chassis (EBW II2B) 
section H-W. Copies acceptable. Carriage paid. Call Paul 07759 362234 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays • We Have an Extensive Range 

of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations Available to Order 


• Custom Renovations 


• Insurance Approved 


• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 



and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 
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RESTORATION SERVICES 


SHARED OWNERSHIP 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail markl969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 



LET US SELL 

YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 

Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 

We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 

Telephone: 

01291 689361 

E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 




Would you like to 
own a share in this 
classic London bus? 


Engine very expensively 
overhauled, interior 
restored to a high 
standard. Five current 
members looking for 
one, or two, new 
co-owners to complete 
the restoration. 



Telephone Robin: 

01628 823486 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 



Vintage Bus Publications and books. Three Little Red Books 
1979/80, 1994/95 & 2012. Twp Horse Tram To Metro 1978, Tyne Rail 
guide 1975. Sunderland Transport — First 100 years. Yorkshire Traction 
Diamond Jubilee 1952 and 1962. Birmingham Midland Omnibus Diamond 
Jubilee 1964. Manchester Buses 1906-1945 book. (1971). Museum of 
Transport Greater Manchester — The Museum Collection (1970s?). 
British Bus news 1994 issues 19 and 20. Call Mark 07841133299 £70. 

Offers are welcome for the following publications and books: 

LOTS TLB No 389 (January 1997) to present day. Classic Bus No I to 
present day, all in binders. RT-The Story of a London Bus published by 
Capital Transport. The STLs published by Capital Transport. London 
Bus Garages sincel948 published by Ian Allan. Contact Derek: 01322 
224240 or E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 

Modern Tramways & Light Railway Review 1962 to 1967, 

Buses Extra June 1986 to September 1992, Classic Bus October 
1992 to July 2016, Preserved Bus Spring 1998 to April 2001, Bus & 
Coach Preservation May 1998 to December 2016, Buses January 1966 
to December 2016. Contact Mrs Rolley: 01296 730446 or E-mail: 
wendyrolley53@btinternet.com 

Annuals, Books, Magazines Photographs Buses & Coaches 
1930s to 1980s. Lists and prices on request. Please E-mail: 
stephenmalkinson I957@gmail.com. 

Buses Illustrated, Buses, Classic Bus, Fare Stage, Bus Fayre, Bus 
& Coach Preservation, Vintage Commercials, Heritage Commercials, 
Vintage Roadscene and Classic & Vintage Commercials. All 50p 
each. Buses Annuals, Buses Yearbooks and Classic Bus Yearbooks, all 
£4 each. Buyer collects. Bob Gray, 189 Funtley Road, Fareham, Hants. 
POI5 6DP. Telephone 01329 280333. 

Buses Extra magazine Nos 2-78 all in good condition open to 
offers; must collect; call 01526 832150 after 6pm. 





































INFORMATION WANTED 



you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


ff you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


Classic Bus 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 


Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstane Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 



BUS TOUR TICKETS worth £700' 


APRIL 


OUT NOW 


THE WORLD'S 
BIGGEST 
SELLING BUS 

MAGAZINE 


Can readers help with information and views of the following 
ex Rawtenstall/Rossendale vehicles. Firstly PD2 No 8 KTE 728 on 
the Trans-Pennine run in 1970. Anyone know the owner and what 
happened to it after the rally? Secondly PD3 No 39 XTJ 939D at the 
Dean Forest Railway rally in 1998/99 in a brown/orange livery or at 
Guide Friday in Stratford-upon-Avon. Finally Bristol RE JDK 911P with 
its various subsequent operators, Smith & Dark, Perry, Bromyard, 
Loffy, Appleton Shepperton (Timetrak). Details please to G. S. Young 
560 Burnley Road East Whitewell Bottom Rossendale BB4 9LB, 
fte630b@yahoo.co.uk 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR SALE 


2000+ London Bus photos for sale. Most are purchased images but 
due to a change in circumstances they are for sale as a job lot. Good 
mix of vehicle types illustrated, mainly colour but a few black and white 
oldies in as well. Open to offers please contact me via email at steven. 
morritt@sky.com 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Quality slide or photo collections purchased for cash: best prices 
paid. Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 or E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com. 


SOCIETIES 




For everyone with an interest in United 
Automobile Services and associated 
operators right through to the present-day 
Arriva North East. 

We produce a newsletter each month with 
articles, fleet news and photos of United and 
Arriva vehicles in both paper and E mail 
Format. 


E-mail format membership £5 per year 
Paper format membership £15 per year 


To join or for further information, please contact our 
Membership Secretary: 

Mr A Walshaw 
71 Falmouth Street 
Middlesbrough 
TS1 3HH 

e-mail: secretary(5>unitedenthusiastsclub.co.uk 

Alternatively, join online via PayPal at: 
http://www.unitedenthusiastsclub.co.uk/ioin.htm 



Available from WHSmith and other 
leading newsagents, or online at f 
www.keypublishing.com/shop f f 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 


call: 024 76616930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 


MODELS WANTED 


Graham models 


rsm 


Hw s 



yjm nt-w 


e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com 


Buy any 
anv^ here 

in the UK awl 

_ will collect 


I \J YJ I I \J ■ Vi 



Jonckheere bus/coach badge in original used condition £20 including 
P&P; Plaxton genuine used coach badge in nice condition. £20 
including P&P; Leyland driver’s coat badge. A genuine original badge 
for a button hole in nice condition. £23 including P&P; Dennis Lance 
unused two-piece badge, mint condition. £38 including P&P. Alan 01872 
575140; Bus/Coach badge in used condition for Bedford-Duple £25 
including P&P. Some damage on left hand end, ideal for hanging on wall; 
Panarama II Solid metal block letters badge in good used condition; 
Harrington metal script badge, ideal for putting back on a motor or a 
wall hanger. £15 + P&P. Alan 01872 575140 

Collection of 15 bus company badges and 3 uniform buttons, 

all in good,used condition. Badges are from companies such as 
Lincolnshire Road Car, Southdown , Red and White , United Counties , 
Maidstone , Western , Eastern and Southern National. £85 including pp. 
Contact Tim, on 01625 877835 or 07787 555868 

Seven tin signs 8x12 vintage size BP Castrol Esso Extra sparkplug 
golden shell can tiger £50 P&P call Dave 0208 399 7541 


MODELS FOR SALE 


COLLECTION WANTED 
OF BUSES & TRUCKS 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS IN OUR EBAY SHOP 


stores.ebay.co.uk/SIMMONS-TRUCK-AND-BUS 


WHERE WE HAVE OVER 
800 ITEMS FOR SALE 


Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 6/7 APRIL 

UK Coach Rally. Blackpool Promenade. For details, send an e-mail to: 
info@coachdisplays.co.uk 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Weekend Trolleydays. 

Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 7 APRIL 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust. Open Sunday. 11.00-16.00. 
Admission £5, child/senior £3, family £12. Details: Glasgow Vintage 
Vehicle Trust, 76 Fordneuk Street, Glasgow G40 3AH, info@gvvt.org 
or www.gvvt.org 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Heritage Bus Rides. Free bus rides 
between Museum, town centre & railway station. 11.00-16.00. Admission 
£5.50, child £3.50, concession £5, family £16 (up to 2+3). Ipswich 
Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 
9JD. Details: 01473 715666, enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
or www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Open Day. Free vintage bus rides. Station 
Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. 10.30-16.30. 

Bus services at 11.30 & 14.30. Details: 01296 337622 or www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Warminster, Wilts. CTP Spring Road Run. 10.30 from 
Warminster Central Car Park, BAI2 9BT, to Crockerton near 
Warminster. Details/entries: Commercial Transport in Preservation 
Events Organiser Mary Bailey 01747 823365, m.bailey 1950@btinternet. 
com or www.thectp.org.uk 


TUESDAY 9 APRIL 

Hook, Hants. Toy & Train Collectors Fair. Ravenscroft 
Community Centre, Hook RG27 9NN. Doors 18.30. Refreshments & 
free off-road car parking. Admission £1. Details: 01380 725322, 07958 
101891 orclementsfairs@aol.com 


SATURDAY 13 APRIL 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne PEIO 
9LE. 12.00-16.00. Details: www.delaineheritagetrust.org 


SIMMONS 

TRUCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 
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Enfield Transport Bazaar. St. Paul’s Centre, 102 Church Street, 
Enfield EN2 6AR. Junction of Church Street, Chase Side & Windmill 
Hill. Two mins walk from Enfield Chase railway station or ten mins from 
Enfield Town railway station. All buses serving Enfield Town stop within 
five mins walk. Up to 40 stalls selling transport books, photos, DVDs, 
maps, timetables, tickets & other memorabilia. Light refreshments. 

11.00-14.30. Admission £3, accompanied children free. Details: NLETE, 
8, The Rowans, Palmers Green, NI3 5AD (with SAE) or nleevents@ 
outlook.com 

Henfield, West Sussex. Toy Fair. Village Hall, High Street, Henfield, 
West Sussex BN5 9DB. 10.00 - 13.00. Admission £2, concession £1.50. 
Details: David 07742 609865 or modelcarmart@gmail.com 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 13/14 APRIL 

Seventh Annual Wellingborough Bus Rally. Wellingborough 
Museum, Castle Way, Wellingborough NN8 IXB. Bus rides, sales stalls, 
memorabilia exhibition, BBQ & refreshments. Free entry. 1000-1600. 
Details, vehicle entry forms & stall bookings: Steve Loveridge, 794 
Preservation Group, 75 Bakers Crescent, Irchester NN29 7BA 


SUNDAY 14 APRIL 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open Day. Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop 
& cafe open. Free heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham, Greasbrough 
Road (The Trades), hourly 10.45-14.45. Admission £5, concession 
£3.50, accompanied u 16 free. Details: 07828 068484, info@sytm.co.uk 
or www.sytm.co.uk 

Swansea Bus Museum. Land Rover Safari. Unit 2, Viking Way, 
Winch Wen Industrial Estate, Winch Wen, Swansea SAI 7DA. 

Details: www.swanseabusmuseum.com, secretary@sbm.wales 
mailto:SwanseaBM@outlook.comor 01792 732832 

National Tramway Museum. Tram models running in the Exhibition 
Hall (David Gould layout). 10.00-17.30. Crich Tramway Village, near 
Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 
£10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less-abled 
child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 or 
www.tramway.co.uk 

Reading. Vintage Toy Fair. Rivermead Leisure Centre, Richfield 
Avenue, Reading RGI 8EQ. 10.30-15.00. Parking & refreshments. 
Admission £4, accompanied u 16 free. Details: Tony Oakes Fairs, 01270 
652773 or 07825 631323 


GOOD FRIDAY/SATURDAY 19/20 APRIL 

London Transport Museum. Discovery Tours at Acton Depot. 

Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 Gunnersbury 
Lane W3 9BQ. Tickets must be pre-booked online or via Ticket Office 
020 7565 7298 (10.00-17.30 daily). UI6 must be accompanied by adult. 
Details: 020 7565 7298 or www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY/EASTER SUNDAY 20/21 APRIL 

East Anglia Transport Museum. Easter Family Treasure Trail. 

East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Rd, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk NR33 8BL. 12.00-16.30. Easter celebration. Free treasure hunt 
with prizes for all children taking part. Trams & trolleybuses, narrow 
gauge railway & static exhibits. Free park & ride service both days. 
Details: 01502 518459, admin@eatransportmuseum.co.uk or www. 
eatransportmuseum.co.uk 

Kirkby Stephen & Brough, Cumbria. 21st Cumbria Easter 

Rally. UK’s biggest, free classic commercial vehicle rally. Over 250 
vintage buses, lorries, coaches, militaries, agricultural & commercial 
vehicles on show. Free admission, free bus rides & Saturday evening 
road run. Food & drink stalls & vintage funfair. Entry forms from: www. 
cumbriaeasterrally.com. Enquiries: contact@cumbriaeasterrally.com 


SATURDAY-BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 20-22 APRIL 
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Easter Weekend 
Trolleydays. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: www.sandtoft.org.uk 




2019 


South East 
Bus Festival 


Part of the 


Saturday 6 th April 

10am to 4pm at Kent Showground 
on the A249 at Detling, near Maidstone 

• Admission £10 per person or £8 in advance • 
• Children under 14 years admitted free * 


Ticket allows entry to the Heritage Transport 
Show, South East Bus Festival and as many 
free bus rides as you can manage! 


Over 100 buses and coaches expected, old 
and new, plus around 800 cars, commercial 
vehicles, tractors and motorbikes 
Free rides around the showground every five 
minutes in around forty buses and coaches 
Reunion Tea Room ■ Guest speakers 
Sales-stands and displays a Slide shows. 


For full details visit 

https://southeastbusfestival.wixsite.com/sebf 

www.facebook.com/southeastbusfestival 



BODAFON FIELDS 

Llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1BW 


Conwy & Great Orme Evening Road Runs 
Large Sea Front Showground 
and also a Shuttle Bus Service to Town 

Show Car Park £2 Adults £7.50 
Children £2 (with Adult) 


01492 517004 

Vicci: 07766 494230 vicci.ricketts@gmail.com 
Jim: 07867 524737 jim.rickettsltf@gmail.com 
Stuart: 07967 552165 stu.ricketts@hotmail.co.uk 

4 Ffordd Celyn Colwyn Bay Conwy LL29 8RN 
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Chippenham Bus Rally & Running Day 

26th May 2019 

Held at Chippenham Bus Station and Wiltshire College Campus from 1000 -1700 

Free bus and coach rides 
on classic vehicles to and from 
Chippenham Bus Station to various destinations. 

Free display of classic and modern vehicles at Wiltshire College 

Sales Stands 

Additonal National Bus Company 50th anniversary celebration display 
Direct connection with Chippenham railway station and service buses from Bath and Swindon 

Programmes avaliable on the day for just £5 

For more information go to www.bristolbusevents.co.uk 



to and from Aylesbury VaLe Parkway 
raiLway station - donation only 


Near Aylesbury 
HP224BY 


www.bucksrailcentr 


nail marketing@bucksrailcentre. 
31101296 655720 


:kinghamshire Railway Centr 
© # @bucksrailcentr 


SPRING STEAM GALA 


SUNDAY 26 th & BH MONDAY 27 th MAY 


FUN FO ALL 


THE FAM LY 


ANNUAL*"^ 
BUS RALLY ||| 

Vintage buses to admire 
Vintage doubLe decker bus shuttLe 


^ \969-20/9 w 

„ X^rCENTRjfV-// 


SCENERY, STEAM, BUSES & FUN 


14 th peak park 

PRESERVED BUS GATHERING 

Sunday i 6 th June 2019 


Large display on both sides of the track | Judging of fully restored buses 
Frequent preserved bus services in the National Park 
including Bakewell and Matlock | Sales stalls and refreshments 
Steam train rides connecting with preserved buses at all stations 



www.peakparkrally.wordpress.com 

14 Whitting Mews, Holland Road, Old Whittington, Chesterfield, S41 9HF 
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EASTER SUNDAY 21 APRIL 

12th Penzance VR Revival & Bus Running Day. Penzance Bus 
Station with services to Camborne, Land’s End, St Ives, St Just, Marazion, 
Mousehole, Perranuthnoe & Praa Sands. Details & entry forms: Thames 
Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust, Ledger Farm, Forest Green Road, 
Fifield, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2NR, 07990 505373, enquiries@tvagwot. 
org.uk, www.cornwallbuspreservation.co.uk or www.tvagwot.org.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Easter Chick Hunt. Free vintage bus rides 
at 11.30 & 14.30. Open 10.30-16.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 
Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

National Tramway Museum. World War 2 Home Front Event. 

Re-enactors, music & vehicles from the 1940s. 10.00-17.30. Crich 
Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, 
senior £14, child 4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/ 
senior £11, less-abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 
01773 854321 or www.tramway.co.uk. No free re-entry for this event. 


BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 22 APRIL 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Easter Egg Trail. With quizzes & 
chocolate eggs for youngsters. Free rides on vehicles from museum. 

11.00-16.00. Admission £7, child £4.50, concession £6, family £20 
(up to 2+3). Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 

Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 01473 715666, enquiries@ 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Open Day. Free vintage bus rides. Station 
Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. 10.30-16.30. 

See website for bus services. Details: 01296 337622 or www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

St. Helens. North West Museum of Road Transport. Easter 
Egg Hunt. Details: www.nwmort.co.uk. North West Museum of Road 
Transport, The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU 


SATURDAY 27 APRIL 

Quorn & Woodhouse Station Bus & Train Spectacular. Station 
Yard, Great Central Railway. 10.00-17.00. Display of buses & coaches. 
Heritage bus services in local area & rail trips. Transport sales stalls. 
Details: Leicester Transport Heritage Trust, www.ltht.org.uk, info@ 
ltht.org.uk, 07891 071908 or 0116 2751642 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 27/28 APRIL 

London Transport Museum. Love your Line Open Weekend at 
Acton Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Details: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY 28 APRIL 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Open Day. Boyle 
Street, Cheetham M8 8UW. Free Centreshuttle 5 bus from Shudehill 
Interchange (Stand E) from 10.52. www.motgm.uk or 0161 205 2122 

19th Middlesbrough Vintage Bus Running Day. Middlesbrough 
landing of Teesside’s iconic Transporter Bridge. Free vintage services 
from 10.45 with links to Middlesbrough bus station & Stockton High 
Street. Routes around Teesside, vintage coach tour into Captain Cook 
country & express vintage coach service to historic Yarm. Approx 
25 buses on at least five timetabled routes. Static displays, stalls, etc. 
Details & entry forms: bill.500group@btinternet.com or 01642 317039. 

Spring Bus Show. Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre, 

Bury, West Sussex BN 18 9LT. Details: 01798 831370, office@ 
amberleymuseum.co.uk or www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

East Grinstead Running Day. Details (SAE please): Country 
Bus Rallies, 19 Hampton Way, East Grinstead RHI9 4SG or www. 
countrybus.org 


MUSEUMS 


TAL 

Transport Auctions of London 


TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The Specialist Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 


Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon CR9 5AA 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Saturdays 29 June & 26 October 2019 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 



Now welcoming entries for our June sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
For updates, visit our website or 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 



TRANSPORT 

Museum 

WYTHALL 


Chapel Lane, Wythall, 
Worcestershire B47 6JA 
www.wythall.org.uk 

Tel: 01564 826471 
registered charity no 1167872 



Open from 
30th March to 
30th October 

Saturdays, 
Sundays & 
Bank Holidays 

Also Wednesdays 
during school 
holidays 

Three classic bus 
services also run on 
Saturdays & 
Wednesdays 
during school holidays 
12.30, 1.30 & 3.30 


EVENT DAYS 2019 


(open 10.30am—5pm) 

EASTER SUNDAY & MONDAY 
21st & 22nd APRIL 
Including the Bristol buses 
spring gathering 

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 5th & 6th MAY 

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 26th & 27th MAY 
Including, on Monday, Metrobus running 
and Model Bus Federation displays 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 25th & 26th AUGUST 

AUTUMN RUNNING DAY OCTOBER 6th 
Including WMPTE 50, 50 years since we 
waved goodbye to the corporation fleets 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 26th - TWILIGHT 
RUNNING DAY OPEN 11am -7pm 


May 2019 
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BrooklandS 

MUSEUM 


Located at 


WEYBRIDGE 


I ONDON BUS MUSEUM 


A L V NG HER TAGE 


GATHERING 


SPRING 


tn 




7i 




mm 


apply 




£33 


EASTER SUNDAY 21 APRIL 2019 10 AM TO 5 PM 

LINCOLNSHIRE ROAD TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


E TRANSPORT FESTIVAL E 

Free classic bus and car rides 
Admission £ 8 (includes programme / bus schedule) 
Accompanied children / young people (under 18) free 



Free, frequent classic bus services 
from Lincoln City Centre (bus stop 
opposite Railway Station), and Park 
& Ride from Teal Park, Whisby Road 
(just off A46) - Both start 10 am. 

Parking at Museum limited to 'blue 
badge' holders and visiting classic 
vehicles. Visiting classic buses, cars, 
motorcycles & commercials welcome 

but please contact in advance.) 


50 YEARS 

NATIONAL bus company 



Great snacks (hot and cold drinks, filled rolls, and lots of 
cakes!) and sales stalls - stallholder enquiries welcome. 
Please note no dogs (except assistance dogs) 


Saturday 13 July 2019 

Newark-on-Trent 
Running Day 

Celebrating the Centenary 
of W Gash & Sons 

featuring former 
W Gash & Sons and 
Lincolnshire Road Car buses 
running free local services 
from Newark Town centre, 

10 am to 4 pm 


Saturday 

14 September 2019 
Grantham Running Day 



Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum, Whisby Road 
North Hykeham, LINCOLN LN6 3QT 

01522 500566 

www.lws.org.uk info@lws.org.uk 

@LincsRTM on Facebook, Instagram,Twitter 


BRINGING YOU THE VERY BEST IN CLASSIC VEHICLES 


featuring former 
Lincolnshire Road Car 
buses running free local 
services from Grantham 
Town centre, 

10 am to 4 pm 


X 


www.presbuspublishing.com 






































Aldridge Transport Museum 2019 



Winter Running Day & 

BUSES BY NIGHT 

Saturday 16 th February 

^00 TO 20:00 (No Morning Admission) 


MODELS IN THE MUSEUM 

Sunday 24 th March 
10:00 TO 16:00 


ING RUNNING DAY 

Sunday 28 th April 
10:00 TO 16:00 


Free Buses from Walsall on Event Days (only) 

Departs Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 
(14:20 to 20:20 for February Event). We intend to run to timetable, but 
no departures or connections can be guaranteed - check for late news. 


Event Admission £5 adult, £2 child, £13 family 
Make a Note - 14 th July - Annual Open Day 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 

Open Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:30 to 16:00 
Normal Admission £3 adult, £2 child, £9 family 
Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 
www. amrtm. org 01922454761 Registered Charity no. 519216 



BARRY FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT 


Sunday 9 * June 2019 

A fun day for all the family! Come to Barry... 

SAT NAV FINDER: CF62 5TP 





Enquiries, Stalls & Exhibitors 
- contact Mike Taylor by 
e-mail at: info@ctpg.co.uk WWW.Ctpg.CO.llk 


Free 

> Heritage Bus display 

> Bus Depot Open Day 

> Classic Car show 

> Heritage Bus Trips 
also ^ouriit Railway 
Stalls: Books, Toys, 
Collectables 
...fun fair, 

sea & 

_, sand! 




North West Vehicle Restoration Trust 
ANNUAL RUNNING & OPEN DAY 


Sunday 2nd June 2019 9 . 30 am tni 5 . 00 pm 


Find us on 

Facebook 


Unit 2, Charleywood Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate, 
Kirkby, Merseyside, L33 7SG 


WWW.nwvrt.CO.uk Registered Charity Number: 1143261 


North WestVRI* 


Timetable & Event Guide will be 
available for only £4.00 


Trade Stands and Refreshments on of¬ 
fer at our Kirkby base 


Visiting Vehicles welcome, overnight 
parking available on enquiry 


Plus, another BIG Launch during 
the day! 


Regular free bus service operated by 
group and visiting vehicles 


For more details, to book a vehicle 
space or stall visit our 
website at www.nwvrt.co.uk or call 
07753 248053 


May 2019 
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PWm NEWS 


Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 
E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



1 VISIT OUR SALES STAND 

AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 


DETLING Saturday 6 April South East Bus Festival 

WEYBRIDGE Sunday 7 April LBM Spring Bus and Coach Gathering 

LINCOLN Sunday 21 April LVVS Transport Festival 

WYTHALL Monday 22 April Bristol Gathering 

LEICESTER Saturday 27 April Quorn & Woodhouse Bus & Train Spectacular 

LLANDUDNO Saturday-Monday 4-6 May Llandudno Festival Transport 



0 PfCSbuS carc * s acce P te ^ on our w 'de range of books, DVDs and back issues! 


•O 

P U B L 


I S H I N G 




VISA 


Tel: 07887 883 421 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 



we buy 

in mint condition 


Secondhand Books 
Slide Collections 


at th© best prices! 

































Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 




I I 


VISA 


i i 


^^DELTA 


VISA 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

Telephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 

PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 


(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



AEC REGENTS IN SERVO 

TH| UTF 1**0- AMD 1*70. 


BIRMINGHAM BUSES, Tit AMS 
AND 1 TROLLEYBUSES IN THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR 


LEYLAND PD TITANS 
IN SERVICE 

THE LATE 


BEXLEY BUSES 


PRESTON BUSES 
BEFORE AND AFTER 
DEREGULATION 


LEYLAND 

NATIONAL 


Grey-Green 2: 1961 
to the ArrivaYears 

Tom McLachlan 
GG Publications 
184 pages | hardback 

£33.00 


AEC Regents in 
service in the late 
1960s and 1970s 

David Christie | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


NORTH YORKSHIRE 

BUSES 


Birmingham 
Buses,Trams and 
Trolleybuses in WW2 

David Harvey | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


LOWLAND 

SCOTTISH 

BUSES 


Lowland Scottish 
Buses 
David Devoy | 
Amberley Publishing \ 
96 pages \ softback 
£14.99 


Leyland Titans in the 
late 1960s and 1970s 

David Christie | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


The Leyland 
National 

P Horrex/R Appleton 
Amberley Publishing | 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Preston Buses 
Before and After 
Deregulation 

M Rhodes | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


www.presbuspublishing.com 








































































subscriptions 



tel: 01442 820580 I e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 



Offer ends 10.5.19 - only open to new subscribers in the UK 


The Book 

Bundle 


is back! 


Take out a new 
B&CP subscription 
today and receive 


Four 

FREE 

Books 


These four books are worth in total over £45! 

Vintage Bus and Coach vol.2 I Leicester in Colour 
Central South Buses in the 1970s I Britain’s Olympic Hope 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues - UK £57.00 □ 12 issues - Europe £82.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £92.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £14.25 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2112 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 


INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^S^DIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT b i t 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 

2 

7 

0 

4 

9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society: 


Post Code: 


Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by email about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to let us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you will find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.05.19 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 








The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)Bebit 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 

































































































































ORDER NOW AND GET 
POST-FREE UK DELIVERY 




AEC BUSES 


BRITAIN'S 

Olympic Hope 


LONDON TRANSPORT 


REGIONAL TRAMWAYS 


VOLVO AILSA 


Around 

Bournemouth by 
Trolleybus 


BET BUSES 


JMfeEWnitort fiUtfi Of )t A I'/rii VjtoV* 



Bag! 




' 0 ft ' I 

i _|J 




Stocks are limited, so order now to avoid disappointment! 


TITLE 

PUBLISHER 

WAS 

NOW 

AEC Buses since 1955 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£12.00 

AEC Regent V 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Around Bournemouth by Trolleybus 

Adam Gordon 

£47.00 

£27.00 

Around London by Trolleybus Part 1 

Adam Gordon 

£32.00 

£20.00 

Badgerline 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£5.00 

British Buses 1967 

Pen & Sword 

£25.00 

£14.00 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2011 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£2.00 

Cardiff Trolleybuses 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£30.00 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£3.00 

Coachwork by Bristol Tramways 

Millstream 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Colours of Greater Manchester 

Capital 

£22.50 

£13.00 

Colours of the South Downs 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Delaine 125 years service 

Venture 

£18.00 

£10.00 

Devon General as it was 

Adam Gordon 

£15.00 

£12.00 

Early Tramways in Yorkshire 

Fonthill 

£16.99 

£9.00 

Hastings Trolleybuses 

Adam Gordon 

£40.00 

£24.00 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Kindston-upon-Hull Tramways 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£30.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 1 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 2 

Capital 

£30.00 

£18.00 

London Transport 1970-1984 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

London Trolleybus Depots Part 1 

Adam Gordon 

£38.50 

£22.00 

Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Prestige: Gelligaer 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Prestige: Yorkshire Traction 2 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Regional Tramways: Scotland 

Pen & Sword 

£2.00 

£12.00 

South Wales Buses & Coaches Remembered 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Bury 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Ellen Smith 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Hull 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Independent Operators of NW England Venture 

£18.95 

£12.00 

Super Prestige: Lytham St Annes 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Morecambe & Lancaster 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Oldham 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Richards Bros 

Venture 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Super Prestige: Rochdale 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

Super Prestige: Shropshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Staffordshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Transport in Barrow in Furness 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: West Mon 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£4.00 

Volvo Ailsa 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 


Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


Maestro 





We accept payment by credit/debit cards 
and cheques payable to Presbus Publishing: 
Unit 12, Redland Close, Aldermans Green 
Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP 


Order now for UK delivery OO 

Call us on: 07887 883 421 ??bli!h i ng 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 
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PASSENGER TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS 



CLASSIC AND MODERN BUS EVENT 


FESTIVAL T8 AUGUST 2019 


BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM, GAYDON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OBJ 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 

* Restored buses and coaches on display from 
a range of decades and fleets 

* Quality traders selling bus related items 

* Modern PSVs and industry suppliers 

* Free bus rides around the British Motor 
Museum and local scenic routes 

Check out the official website for vehicle, 

URD TICKET PRICE INCLUDES: trade and exhibit listings 



STANDARD TICKET PRICE INCLUDES: 

FREE] Access to British Motor Museum 

FREE ] Parking 

FREE 1 Courtesy bus from Leamington 
Spa train station 


ADVANCE TICKET PRICES 


Adult VIP: £40 


INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET ENTRY 
PLUS EXCLUSIVE SHOW GOODIES 


Adult £11 

Child £6 (5-16 yrs)i 

ON THE DAY PRICES: 

Adult: £14.50 • Concessions: £12.50 
• Child (5-16 yrs): £9 • Children under 5: FREE 
• Family (2 adults, 3 children): £40 

Opening times: 10am-4pm 


Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult at all times. ^Savings against British Motor Museum on-the-day ticket prices. 

Deadline for advance ticket orders Wednesday 14th August 2019. 



VIP TICKET INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET HWl EXCLUSIVE guided vehicle tour - EXCLUSIVE diecast vehicle 
EXCLUSIVE DVD - Buses Yearbook 2020 - EXCLUSIVE event badge and loads more goodies. 


tickets Call: 01780 480 404 
Visit: www.busesfestival.com 


To exhibit your vehicle or trade, contact Julie Hawes 
on 01780 755 131, email: julie.hawes@keypublishing.com 
or visit www.busesfestival.com for more info. 













